SI Bredin Exp. — Society Ids 


American Pioneer 


August 29 i X9$6 


American .Pioneer 
1 Broadway 
Mew York, N. ¥. 

Gentlemen : 

Can you let me ham a schedule of the sailings 
of your ships from Tahiti to San Francisco for next 
spring if you can tell me this far in advance? I 
shall arrive in the islands some time in March, 
and would like to depart again toward the end of 
April. Bo you think it would fee possible to get 
passe® around the first of May for 1, 2, 3 » k or 
$ people? 

Sincerely, 

Waldo 1>, Schmitt 
Head Curator 
department of Zoology 

MLS; ©dk 


Dr. Kellogg 
Through* Dr. Schmitt 

Thomas E. Bowman 


June 14* 1957 


Smithsonian.- Bredin Expedition 


From March 17 to May 23* I participated in the Smiths anian- Bredin Expedition 
to the Society Islands. In addition to the opportunities for making collections* the 
trip was rewarding in that it enabled me to visit institutions and meet people with 
taxonomic interests similar to mine. At Los Angeles* I had a stimulating discussion 
with Dr. J. Laurens Barnard, of the Allan Sanoock Foundation, one of the leading spe- 
cialists on amphipods. At Honolulu * I visited the Pacific Oceanic Fisheries Investi- 
gation (POFI) of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, where I met Mr. 1. C* Jones* 
with whom I have had correspondence regarding calanoid oopepods. As a result of this 
visit* I hope to be able to arrange to study the hyperiid amphipods from some of the 
numerous plankton samples taken during POFI cruises. At Honolulu* I also visited the 
Department of Zoology of the University of Hawaii and met most of the staff, includ- 
ing Dr. A. H. Banner* with whom I share an interest in mysids* and Dr. William A. 
Gosline, who offered to send ms a collection of cymothoid isopods from eels. Dr. 
Sidney fownsley took Dr* Schmitt and me for a visit to the Coconut Island Marine Lab- 
oratory. 


As far as the actual coll eo ting is concerned, it is only possible at this 


time to assess it in a general way* since most of the lower crustaceans, in which c 
I am interested* require microscopic examination for identification#/ Among the most 
important collections are a series of 10 plankton tows from the lagoons of the dif- 
ferent islands* and five lots of talitrid amphipods* from three of the islands# Cer«* 
tain of the night dip net collections made under a light yielded large numbers of 
lower crustaceans# Algal washings yielded good numbers of amphipods and harpaetiooid 
oopepods* and amphipods and tanaids were common in coral fragments# Isopods* except 
higia * were rare# The collection in general will undoubtedly prow to be a valuable 
one* since little crustacean work has been done in the area covered by the expedition 



TEBowmiualh 


J. BRUCE BREDIN 
P. O. Box 87 
Wilmington, Delaware 


June 5, 1957 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

I am very pleased to know that you and Mrs. 
Schmitt will be coming to the small dinner party, 
on June twenty-first, that I am giving for my wife. 
In order that Tibi’s mother may be present, we will 
be having the dinner at her parents home. Dress 
will be informal. If you plan to come by train, 
please let me know which train you will be on and 
I will arrange to meet you. We are expecting to 
have you both stay with us for the night. 

Needless to say, I am pleased that the expe- 
dition was successful. I look forward to seeing 
you on the twenty-first and hearing more of the 
details at that time. 


Kindest regards 
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J. BRUCE BRED I N 
P. O. Box 87 
Wilmington, D elawar e 


April 5 , 1957 


Dr. Waldo Schmitt 
Yacht Mareva 
Papeete, Tahiti 
French Oceania 

Dear Dr, Schmitt: 

This is to welcome you to the Islands and to 
express again my regrets that I am not with you. I 
trust that you had a good oceanic voyage and that 
you saw Ernie May in Honolulu. I understand that 
the "ays were leaving Hawaii on April fourth for a 
two weeks visit in Fiji. 

Mr. Irenee and myself came up from Florida last 
Saturday. We had a very pleasant trip. Rather re- 
luctantly he left Cuba even though a revolution was 
active when he left. I gave him the pictures which 
you sent and he was most appreciative. 

You seem to be Johnny-on-the-spot when there 
is any excitement. The San Francisco earthquake must 
have been an interesting experience. When are you 
going to settle down and write your autobiography? 

The weather here is cold and rainy and not a 
bit like spring. If I could, I would head right back 
for Florida. I have just been reading the bulletin 
of the International Oceanographic Foundation. This 
publication seems to be improving with each issue. 
There is an article in this issLie on the red tide 
which is also of interest. Do you recall the red 
tide we encountered at Pigeon Island. That was one 
of the most memorable islands to me that we visited 
on the expedition last winter. 

My family are all well and will be on the island 
of Nantucket this summer.—- Each pursuing their indi- 
vidual hoby with much gusto. When you return, I hope 
that you will be able to visit with us in Nantucket, 
as I would like to have a first hand report of your 
experiences in the Society Islands. I hope that you 
all are well and that you not only have a profitable 
but an enjoyable expedition. 


Kindest regards. 



-7 
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SI Bredin Exp. --Society Ids. 


February 12, 1957 


Mr. Bruce Bredin 
P. 0. Box 87 
Wilmington, Del. 

Dear Bruces 

I have been wanting to write you this letter ever since ray 
return frora Xanadu, and before and since your call frosts Wilmington 
before you left for Florida. I am tremendously indebted to you for 
some very rewarding trips and tines, and above all, for a very 
wonderful time at Xanadu. It is not necessary to tell you that Mr. 
Ir^nle is tops in every way. 

Rarely, if ever, does one find so charming and entertaining a 
host, such a beautiful setting, perfect climate, food and drink, and 
congenial people all in one delightful home except perhaps at Xanadu. 

Along with it all, I did get in some good collecting for the 
Museum. Though it did not bulk large, it did contain some interest- 
ing mall crustaceans— some crabs along shore and from the fiddler- 
crab pond near the castellated water tower , Laguna Ghocd it is 
called. Other crabs and several varieties of small shrimp were 
dredged from the motor boat on two occasions in Cardenas Bay. This 
was accomplished with Mr. Iren^e ' s consent by John Finlay who works 
for Mr. Edwards at the '‘estate” office. Finlay is quite an authority 
on Cuban shells. In his fine collection he has some very exceptional 
specimens taken in traps of his own devising. On the beach running 
eastward from the house, a great variety of sponges, sea fans, ’t&lp 
corals, and shells can be picked up most every day, as you yourself 
are doubtless aware. Tnere must be an untold wealth of animal life 
in the waters just off shore. I also got two rats for Dr. Jo nnson, 
our curator of mammals, which were trapped by Carlos. They were seen 
climbing high up in the vine running up the wall to the balcony of 
Mr. Irbnbe's apartment. 

Mr. Irenle is certainly a grand person, so well Informed, so 
able, and so modest about it all— illiterate, he says. I thank you 
again and a lot for making it possible for me to know Hr. Irenee and 

Xanadu. 

For your Society Islands Expedition we are in the midst of 
getting our collecting outfit together, our passports and such shots 
as the Public Health Service recommends. In listing the personnel, I 
may have mentioned Dr. Clarke to you. He joined the Caribbean Fxpedi 
tion at Dominica, but just the other day he said he could not escape 
an obligation to chaperon home an extensive collection of beetles 
that the Smithsonian is acquiring in Europe. In his place we are 



2 


taking Dr. Thomas S. Bowman, who is a specialist on small Crustacea, 
copepoda, isopods, and aaphlpodsj otherwise the group is as mentioned 
to you before — Dr. Har&ld A. S@hder for mollusks , Dr. Charles £. 
Cutress for coral-like animals and similar forms, and myself* As 
captain of the chartered motor sailer- -MARE VA is the name the owner 
has given it-* we shall have Dr. John Randall, who is very familiar 
with the islands and. the waters round-about, inasmuch as he has been 
studying fish down there for the past year and a half. He is an 
experienced sailor, having run his own 37-foot ketch over from Cali- 
fornia by way of Hawaii j indeed, he has been sailing her for the 
last seven years. Us have yet to find a cook, but anticipate no 
great difficulty on that score. All of us can wield a can opener, 
and cook a bit ourselves should the need arise. Dr. Bowman even did 
a stint as second cook in an Army camp and can bake seme very good 
bread. 

Ms still hope that you may be able to make it for part of the 
cruise at least. Me shall be in the field , Tahiti to Tahiti , from 
April U to May 18 . We sail from San Francisco on the MARIPOSA on 
March 23 and expect to return there on May 30. Here is hoping that 
you may be able to see a bit of the South Seas. 

Seat aver to you and your family both great and mall. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of foology 

KINisi ' . ■ 



November 29 » 19 % 


Mr. J. Brace Bredin 
Smithsonian institution 
V* S# National T'useum 
Departs sfc of Zoology 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Bear Mr* Bredin s 


It gives me pleasure to infora you of 


the approval of your appointment for an indefinite 
period, as an Honorary Fellow with the Smithsonian 
Institution, 


Sincerely yours. 


Leonard Carmichael 
Secretary 


EHawkins *hj" 



cc: VBf. Schmitt 


Pers onnel 
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Europe and I trust too had a pleasant trio . 

K I nde s t ro jarii 3 , 


cc Dr. Vial do L. Schmitt 



October 23, 1956 


Mr. J. Bruce Bredin 
P. 0. Box 8? 

Wilmington, Delaware 

Dear Bruces 

I enclose a copy of Mr. James McConnaughey • a last letter to 
me. This looks like the vessel for us. I am sure you will be 
interested in these further details that we have gotten from Mr. 
McConnaughey. As you will see from the enclosed photostat which 
I had copied from his blue print, there is ample room for five, 
two in the state room, and three in the dining salon. The charter 
charge is up $300 per month, as you, fdUjee, because, as Mr. 
McConnaughey says , he inadvert ent0^ln?luWj^ the hire of the cap- 
tain in his original charter price.''" Still, it should not run us 
over the West Indian costs for the vessel and food. We will have 
to get a cook too, but that should not cost much more. With your 
approval, I will write and ask him for whatever contract he wishes 
to have the Secretary sign. It seems to be the one chance in 
almost a million to get the transportation we need to get around 
among the islands. I would ask Mr. McConnaughey to engage a cap- 
tain for us. That responsibility, even though we pay the man's 
salary, should be his. It is a trim little craft , as you will 
see from the pictures, and, no doubt, fully insured. Are there 
any questions you would like to ask of Mr. McConnaughey? lou could 
write hi® direct, or I shall relay them on to him. Acceptance of 
his offer will virtually get the expedition under way. All we need 
to do now is to consult with Ur. Carmichael as to the other members 
of the party and get the collecting outfit shipped on ahead. 

The Librarian of the Dayton Ohio Public Library is an old 
friend of mine. I have known hi® for many years. He has just 
retired and passed through Washington on a sort of a second honey- 
moon tour of the country with his wife. He has met the McConnaugheys 
and said that they are very wonderful people, that they get down to 
Tahiti every once and so often, and that Mr. McConnaughey' s wife 
has written a book of fiction or two about the Islanders. I will 
try to get the titles so that we can see what they are like. 

It has been a wonderful fall up until these last few days, 
when we had heavy but welcome rains. The ground had gotten pretty 
dry. I guess you had much the same weather in Greenville. 

My best to you all. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 

MLS seek Department of Zoology 
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October 22, 1956 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 2 $, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

I want to thank you for your recent letter. 

It looks as though the Society Islands Expedition 
is shaping up as planned. As I told you when I saw 
you in Washington it is not certain I will be able 
to accompany you as much as I would like to. Dr. 
Laird will not know until around the first of the 
yes.r whether he will be able to go. I should know 
by that time whether I will be able to join you. 

Some day between now and Christmas I will bring 
securities to Washington, the proceeds from the sale 
of same to be used towards the financing of the ex- 
pedition. 

I saw Ernie May last night and if he wasn't 
such a good friend I would sue him, as his dog bit 
me as I was getting out of my car. From what he 
says, I think Ernie has definitely decided not to 
go along on the Society Islands Expedition. 

With every good wish. 


Sincerely your 



SI Bredin Exp.— Society Ids 


August 17, 1956 


lb*. Bruce Bredin 
P. 0, Box 87 
Wilmington, Bel. 


Lear Bruce 


Thank you for your letter of August 15. 


I hare asked the Matson line for reservations for five, 
two doubles minimum fare, and one single with bath, for the 
March 23 sailing. Three weeks or so would be just fine. 

Returning poses one difficulty in that the first sailing 
northbound is May 19. That, of course, would take home what- 
ever ire collected and maybe such members of the party who 
sight stay longer than three weeks, but if there were any 
urgency for coming home sooner, one can always fly. If &w 
ambers of the party wish to return by ship, they might be 
able to Join a homeward bound vessel from Suva or Pago Pago 
April 26 or 27. Either or both of these can be reached by 
air from Papeete, the April dates rather shorten the stay. 

The May sailing, of course, prolongs it two weeks about. 

Meanwhile, I have come upon a few helpful leads. Aft*. 

John E. Randall, who has his own mall "boat," went down with 
his family, and he has been in Tahiti for the better part of a 
year and will be there through next spring. Be is studying 
the life history of the S 0 & bass ! and $ o£ c&xtTB&p narking 
along lines in which we are all interested. Be will be able 
to give us the lowdcwn on charger possibilities. I have asked 
him to contact the firm Establishment ’’Donald/ the name of 
which was given to me by Dr. Morrison, one of our curators in 
the division of mollusks here in the Musewt. Before long, I 
should be able to present you with some quite definite estimates. 

In this letter I am enclosing a kodachrome slide of the map 
prepared by one of our Snseuai artists for any showing that yon 
make of the pictures you took. I have hem wanting to send you 
a selected set of our several color shots, but A1 Smith will 
not be available until after the first of September when he 
returns to Washington. At that time he ought to be able to put 
together a 100 slides more or less, giving you the best of the 
shots., that we made. I have Just been looking at this map through 
the viewer on my desk. It was a wonderful cruise, and we enjoyed 
every minute of it. It is nice to see the trade of the ’'Rmelance 
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fr« trinidad to St. Croix. I Just happened to think that lrni* 
May would want on® too. Won't you pass the second slide on to M»? 

Good lock* 

Sincerely » 

Wald© L. Schs&tt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

VL3 ©#k 

Enel* 



J. BRUCE BRED I N 
P. O. Box 87 
Wilmington, Delaware 


August 15, 1956 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

First of all I want to thank you for the beau- 
tiful book on Tahiti. It is well done with exception- 
ally good pictures. You are very kind to send it to 
me. 


We had a delightful trip to Europe and found 
everyone well on our return. I would have written 
to you before this but I have just returned from 
a short trip to New England. 

You are so right in suggesting that we make 
transportation reservations at this time for the 
proposed trip to the Society Islands. If the ex- 
pedition should not materialize, which seems un- 
likely, we could cancell out. I would suggest 
that reservations for five be made on the March 
23rd sailing. Probably three weeks in the islands 
would be ample time for collecting. 

At your convenience I would like to have an 
estimated cost for the expedition. 

When I get caught up on things I will write 
a longer letter. 


Kindest regards. 


Bredin Exp .—Society Ids. 


August 15, 1956 


Mr. Bruce Bredin 
P. 0. Box 8? 

KLlnington, Bel. 

Bear Bruce i 

The grass mat is getting off to you this weekend. 
Perhaps it is expecting too much fpr it to be delivered 
before Monday. 

Ton will recall my reference in the previous letter 
to Hilton VJegefcrth and John Scripps. In a letter from 
the director of the San Biego Zoo is the following P. S. i 

"Milton Wegeforth saw your note and suggested 
that we wait until John Scripps returns and he 
might be interested . in bias elf , or could suggest a 
boat of toe right size. n 

Are we going too far in that direction, but whether 
or no, it might be worth while to hear what Mr. Scripps 
has to say? He is expected back in September. If he 
should go back down there, you sight en^oy his company and 
he yours should we be gc’tting aboard the same yacht. 

Have you net with any better success in inquiring of your 
acquaintances among yachtsmen 2 

So much for now. 

Sincerely , 


waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 



Bredin, Bruce 


Filed* Bredin Exp.— Society Ids 


August 10, 19% 

Mr. Bruce Bredin 
P. 0. Box 87 
Wilmington , Del. 

Dear 'Bruces 

Here* a one little matter apart from everything else. It con- 
cerns Mostlque and the information w© may have picked up there. 

The enclosed letter tells you all I know at this time. 

We have finally gotten around to sorting the specimens collected. 
There are about 38 soil samples all told. This day I have written Mr. 
Bale F-. Wolf, I. 1. du Pont de Honours & Co., MLlsingion* Dei., asking 
if he will undertake the samples for biotic assay and mentioning that 
perhaps six of the® In part should be chemically analysed in order to 
determine the nature of the- soil. This you may want to see done if 
you are still interested in that island. Wen I hear fro® sfolf that 
he will take on the samples will be time enough to talk of the matter 
of the analyses perhaps through some of your contacts with that 
activity of the firm. Any information given Hr. Heim should cone 
fro® you. I have so written hi® (carbon herewith). lou once men- 
tioned that a friend of yours had asked about Mostlque. Could it 
possibly have been Heim? If you care to pass on anything to Mb. 

Heim, I would be happy to have you do so direct than to relay it 
through ma. 

No word as yet from the Tahiti Museum re charter yachts. I 
mentioned the matter to Br. C. V. Schroeder, director of the San 
Diego Boo and got the following in reply r "One of our Board members, 
Mr. John Scripps, has a rather large boat — two masted ketch, approxi- 
mately 90 feat long with m approximate twenty-foot beam. I under- 
stand that he placed second in the Tahiti Yacht race which is already 
concluded, tie is expected back in September. You know that Milton 
Wegeforth is a yachtsman and has been Commodore of the local club, 
but his is a small boat* Mr. Albert Eugene Trepte, another member 
of our Board, is also a yachtsman and has a larger boat but 1 don't 
believe it large enough to accommodate your group. In any event, I 
m sending your letter to Milton Wegeforth , our President and Dr. 
Harry's eldest son, and I am sure he will write you separately. 

Hope this does some good.® 

I have not yet heard from Megeforth aod in any event was not 
looking for a charter possibility from the States out. As with 
Eggleston (a copy of whose book I had sent you) it might be in order 
to go to the Islands and take one's chances on securing a suitable 
“boat* or else fall back on the inter-island craft and freighters. 
People do get around down there if only for trade and copra. 
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fke card from feniee is appreciated. Hope you folks had as good 
a time as the very beautiful picture seems to indicate. Ill bet you 
feel relieved that you did not book passage on the DORIA. I m gl&d 
too. As a Coast Guard man is reported to have said,— "The big fellow 
mas trying to bluff the little fellow out— it's done all the time on 
the tr ans -Atlantic passenger run. R — 

Within the next day or two you should be receiving the grass mat 
we picked up in Xbminica for you. It is quite a nice-looking thing, 
with smell of new-mown. hay. It is a little rough on bare feet. How 
do I know ? I picked up a couple of small ones about 3 feet long which 
we have alongside the beds. On the FBEELASCE they felt smoother— 
perhaps more worn down. 

The balances remaining in your two funds ares African, lh,579.63: 
^est Indian, $1,273.22, As I mentioned in earlier letters , I would 
like to earmark feo to three hundred dollars in the former for a 
couple of strips of film yet to be taken here in the Museum— of the 
Ward African (Congo) sculptures as introductory matter , the tip of 
the Washington monument to tie in with Egypt, and some of the speci- 
mens we brought back to tie in the scientific results with the Museum. 

I soon hope to wind these things up with the National Geographic 
Society, a set of the kodachromes that the several of us took on 
the West Indian cruise will be gotten together right after the first 
of September. A1 Smith has some very good ones of the dip net collec- 
tions, but will be showing them at Storrs , Connecticut at a botanical 
society meeting. It has been a bit difficult to get the various 
slides together for making up a set. Some will need to be duplicated 
which mil entail a nominal charge against the balance remaining in 
the Caribbean expeditionary fund. The $579 and $273 I would like to 
leave on hand lor completing the films and slides of the two expedi- 
tions, but these will probably use only a fraction of those sums. 

In any case you can count on a full #5,000 from the tiro funds as 

being available for whatever other expedition you may wishto devo e 
them. 

Cosing back to the plans for the Society Islands, Z am now 
asking the State Department if they have any official or s ami- 
official contact© in the area who might put us in touch with 

possible charter opportunities. We shall see, and I shall write 
you when we do. 

Regards to you all both great and small. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 

. , , Department of Zoology 


Bredin, Bruce 


*•» 

Filed: Bredin Exp. — Society Ids. 


July 11, 1956 

Hr. Brace Bredin 
F. 0. Box 87 
HUmington, Del. 

Dear Bruce: 

I have been making headway rather slowly with your Society 
Islands suggestion, but have, withal., turned up a few mm items 
of interest. 

Bob Barry of the Vanderbilt Foundation, Stanford Ikiiversity, 
ma in Tahiti not so long ago. He tells me that one can get 
there by air by way of Fiji, taking Quantas or Tasman Stepire Air- 
ways from there to Papeete. Such the same- information was given 
m by PM. The closest that MATS could take the party would be 
Sanaa. From there one would have to get back to Fiji for the 
Tasman Airline flight to Tahiti. The contemplated flying boat 
line of siiieh Mr. Bonnet spoke apparently has done no more than 
make © m experimental flight. Nothing more has been heard of it 
or its plans. 

Harry recommends that we go by the Matson Line which makes a 
direct run fro® San Francisco and Los Angeles to Tahiti by way of 
Honolulu. The trip takes 11 days. Minimum round trip ia $750. 
All accommodations are first-class and air-conditioned . First 
class air fare, round trip, is $l,27lt.9Q| tourist, San Francisco 
©r Loss Angeles to Sava, is #761.1:0 plus $325. 1 ) first class, 

Suva to Papeete, total $1,086.50 round trip. I can well imagine 
that reservations should be made early whether one goes by air 
or by steamer. 

The most favorable months are April to August and the sail- 
ings of the Matson Line MARA.FOSA from San Francisco (from boa 
Angeles the next day) in this favorable period are on March 23 
(arriving Papeete April it) J May 11 (arriving May 22) | June 29 
(arriving July 11). 

Dr. Harry also gave a® the name of a lady curator at the 
Tahiti Museum, & Miss A. Hatua , who should prove to be of great 
help In furnishing information regarding transportation among 
the islands and possibly as a guide later on. Be said she knew 
the islands well, their inhabitants and their language, and was 
of the kind who would not be out of place on a collecting 
expedition even if composed wholly of men. But that is some- 
thing we can think about. I have said nothing of this last to 
her, though I have written for information regarding charter 


aid inter-island boats* 



So mmr of the natives now speak English, especially since our 
SI*® occupied B»rs Bora is the Pacific phase of the war that we 
set anticipate any language difficulties. Among the members of 
natx\-c crew that Bight be recruited to mn a chartered vessel there 
would certainly be one or mors who could speak passable English. 

All natives are moreover experienced sailors* 

Meanwhile, Jocelyn Crane, Sesbe 1 s very personable assistant 
whoa? you act at his retreat, Simla, in Trinidad, ms dots) the other 
day about her crab researches* She put »® onto a book on Tahiti 
that covers such more ground than ita title ^Tahiti* Indicates, 
fais is brought out in the sub-title ri Voya ge through Paradise. w 
The author is Gecrge T. Eggleston? the publisher Tm Bevia-Adair 
Co., 13 last 26th St., lew fork 10, Mew lark. I was usable to 
obtain copies in Vfesfclafton so have written the latter who will 
be sending you on® la the very near future. 


nest useful part of Eggleston *s took is the n Postscript 
for .'Prospective Visitors." The best months are April to August, as 
mentioned above. Deceaber to March are Mss desirable because of 
heavier rainfall and higher humidity. It is in these months 
the few blow they have can be expected, but these are 
L3y 3 to § years apart, ftainfsll, April to Septsaber, varies 

k»$ inches (May average) to l.li (July average ) and in the 

period Ifoveatoer to Marsh from 7.2 (January average) to 15*7 
(Beceasber average). 


Eggleston himself, who went down by freighter , rather provi- 
dentially cams upon a 32-foot schooner in Tahiti. Me speaks alto 
of others being about and available but less suitable. If you 
hive not already read Eggleston, you will enjoy Mb and will want 
to get up and go to the Islands pronto. 

Coming back 'to the matter of reservations., they are easier 
cancelled than made, and we should make them, air or steaaer, 
just as soon as you decide the sis© of the party and the time of 
year sad the duration of the expedition. Planes leave Sm. Francis eo 
for Suva Tuesdays mi Saturdays and leave Los Angelos on Sundays 
mi Thursdays. According to season, one can get from Suva to 
Papeete about every two weeks, although in June, we are told, there 
ia a oncc-s-ucsic flight. 

low mentioned wanting to interest Ernie May In going. Tall 
him that 'the coral reel's in Oceania and their underwater animal 
life are out of this world. Be would see m end of things, far 

may ever have a ten is the feat Indies, lave 
to consult with yacht club friends 
regarding yachts staying over is Tahiti following that BdLboa- 
P&peeie rase, or yachts that may be sojourning down there? 

Looking back over the Caribbean expedition, there is nothing like 
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having a schooner on the order of the ’’freelance 1 * as base ©f opera- 
tions. Here * s hoping tost toe publisher promptly malls you that 
Eggleston took. I shell look forward t© your comments on it. 

If best to you and Mrs. Bred In, the young ladies and the young 


hopeful. 

Sincerely , 

‘ ■*. ' • : < ■ • • 1 • • 

Waldo 1. Schmitt 

Head Curator 

Department of Zoology 

. • » 
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SOCIETE TAHITIENNE de PARTICIPATIONS INDUSTR IELLES (S.T.P.I.) 
Domaine DSAtimaono 

PAPEETE, TAHITI 

18 February 1957 


Smithsonian Institution 
U. S. National Museum 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Attention: Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 

Receipt if acknowledged of your letter of 4 February relating to 
eventually furnishing you with cane alcohol. 

We are, in fact, distillers of cane alcohol, the only ones in 
Tahiti. Unfortunately, the alcohol that we distill each year is reduced 
through stockage (storage) to 80 percent and we would be able to make 
90 percent alcohol (and even 92 percent), only at the moment of the 
cutting season and distillation, which embraces only the months of 
July, August, and September. 

Before this we are now in a position of furnishing to you only 
alcohol at 80 percent (not denatured), at a price of 25 francs per litre 
(about 40 cents). 

Insofar as concerns the laws, you would be able to obtain the 
permit only by making a special request to the Governor for the MAREVA, 
being based at Papeete, we believe that the governor will grant you 
this exemption without difficulty. 

We remain at your service for more complete information, and we 
remain, your sincerely. 


Jean Bres 

S.T.P.I. 

Administrator 


(Translation typed by ALK:3-26-57) 



■V' 


4~ 

oociete Tahitienne de Participations Industrielles (S.T.P.I.) 


Societe Anonyme au Capital de I.OCO.OOO de Francs pacifiques 

DOMAINE D’ATIMAONO (ILE de TAHITI) 

IjTABLISSKMKSTS FRANgAIS X>K I>'Oc'tCA\m: 


Bureaux Correspondence : 
S. T. P. I. PAPEETE 


2 774/ CG 


Papeete, le 18 Fevrier 1957 


TELEPHONE : 


Papeete 7 i 
Atimaono 180 


TELEGRAMMES : 5. T. P. I. PAPEETE 


SMITHSON IAN INST ITUT ION 
United States National Museum 


REGISTRE DU COMMERCE 4 



iINGTOl 



CORRESPONDANCE A PARIS 


60/ Boulevard Malesherbes 

Telephone : LAB. 63-60 




i’ attention d 


i/r 

i fi ^ 


Waldo 


L, Schmitt . 


Telegrammes : RAYCAN 



Nous x r ous accusons reception de votre lettre du 
4 Fevrier relative a une f ourniture event ue lie d’alcool de 
canne. 


Nous somme s effecticeraent dxstillateurs de rhum et 
d’alcool de canne, les seuls du rests a Tahiti. Malheureuse- 
ment 1’alcool qne nous distillons chaque annee est ramene, 

|tJ W stocks ge , a 80° et. nous ne pourrions falre de 1’alcool 
a 90° (et <h$me 92° car notre colonne a distiller le per met) 
qu’au moment de la period© de coupe ©t de distillation qui ne 
couvre que les mo is de Juillet Aoftt et Septerabre de chaque 
annee . 


nvant cette date, nous ne sommes done en me sure de 
vous fournir que de 1’alcool a 80° (non denature), -.u prix 
de 25 Frs CFP le litre (environ 40 cents). 


En ce qui concerne les droits, vous ne pourrez 
obtenir le degrivement qu’en fa is ant. une demand© special© au 
Gouverneur,car le ^MARZVA , etant base a Papeete, ne peut 
prof iter das exonerations pour 1’ exportation. 

Nous pensons que Is Gouverneur vous accordera cette exonera- 
tion sans dif f icultes . 

Nous resfcons a votre disposition pour de plus ample s 
rense ignements et vous prions d’agreer Monsieur, 1’ assurance 
de nos sentiments distingues. 


n rrt p T 

av «■ a. » ^ <g 

Un administrateur 



Jean BBSS 


SI Bred in Exp.- -Society Ids, 


February h, 1957 


AIR HAIL 

Monsieur Jean Brea 

S m p T 

* I « l * X • 

Boite Postal© 591 
Papeete, Tahiti 

Cher Monsieur Brds, 

Votre non m’a At# donnA par Pocteur Jack Randall due yacht 
"RANI” comme celui £ qui je dois addresser pour me procurer de 1’ alcool 
de sucre de canne de tres bonne qualit#. Get alcool serait pour pre- 
server 1®8 specimens marins que nous esperons collectionner durant lea 
raois d’Avril et. de Mai dans les lies SociAtA. Get alcool doit etre 
pur, non dAnature , ear autrement ce n’est pas un bon agent de con- 
servation. Aussi cet alcool devrait etre aussl prAs que possible 
d’etre de 1’ alcool absolu (9056 ou mane plus si possible). Naturelle- 
ment , nous ferons trls attention que cet alcool ne tomb© pas dans 
des mains inauto risAes. 

Pans ce pays-ci, nous obtenons de 1’ alcool, pour utiliser dans 
des buts scientifiques, exempt d* inkpots, et jfose espArer qu*Ll en sera 
de merae a Tahiti. A ce propos , a qui doia-je m’adresser pour la remise 
d'impots sur 1* alcool que nous acheteriona ? Nous aurons avec nous 
des pieces Justificative® d’ identity puisque nous voyagerons dans les 
intArets du ’’Smithsonian Institution”, organisation du Gouvernement , 
ici £ Washington. Je dois vous dire aussi que nous serons quatre et 
nous servirons du voilier motorisA de Monsieur McConnaughey , le MAREVA, 
pendant les six semaines que no is collectionnerons. 

Nous aurons done besoin de 150 litres d ' alcool environ, Bouvez- 
vous nous procurer cette quantit A , a’en (tenner le montant , et me dire 
si nous pouvons l’obtenir exempt d’impots? 

J ’ apprecierals une rAponse le plus tot qu'il vous serait possible. 

Veuillez recevoir ainsi que tous raes remeroiements, 1’ expression 
de mes sentiments les plus distinguAs. 

Slncerement , 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


WLSteek 



SI Bredin Exp.— Society Ids. 


February 1, 1957 


AIR MAIL 

16*. Jean Bres 
S.T.P.I. 

Boite Postale 591 
Papeete, Tahiti 

Dear Mr. Brlss 

Your name was given me by Dr. Jack Randall of the Yacht 
"NANI 11 as one who might be able to supply us with a good quality 
sugar cane alcohol for preserving the marine specimens that we 
hope to collect during the months of April and May in the Society 
Islands. This alcohol should be pure, not denatured, because 
otherwise it is not a good preservative. Also it should be 180 
proof or better. Do you have it 190 proof? Naturally, we shall 
take care that it would not get into unauthorized hands. 

In this country we get alcohol for scientific purposes tax- 
free, and I am hoping that the same courtesy may be extended us 
in Tahiti. In this connection, to whom should I apply for the 
remission of taxes on the alcohol that we buy from you? We shall 
have our official credentials with us as we are traveling in the 
Interests of the Smithsonian Institution, a Government organiza- 
tion here in the city of Washington. I should tell you that there 
will be four of us in the party and that we shall be using Mr. 
McConnaughey ' s motor sailer, the MAREVA, for the six weeks that 
we shall be in the field. We will need about 150 liters altogether. 
Can you supply this quantity and also tell me what this would cost, 
and whether we may be able to obtain it tax-free? 

A reply at your early convenience would be much appreciated. 
With kind regards. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


rCSseek 







>. V 


BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION 


1124 CONNECTICUT AVENUE N.W. • WASHINGTON 

Telephone: Executive 3-3944 


O.C 




8 0 AC 


NORTH AMERICAN EXECUTIVE OfflCtS: lit MADISON AVfNUf • NEW fOHK 17 ■ N Y. 


5 Sov ember 1957 


Miss Mary Paddy 

American Automobile Association 

1712 G Street, K«W» 

Washington, D»C 0 

Dear Miss Paddy * 

We have now received a reply from Papeete regarding the additional 
payment which Mr* Waldo Schmitt and Party had to make* 

It. seems that there was a fare increase for the Journey from Papeete 
to Suva which waa not taken into account when the original tickets were issued 
end was therefore collected in Papeete c 


With regard to the question of the exchange of trench trance, TEAL 


inform us that they have no authority whatsoever over Currency Control or the 
method of payment of fares in the territory of French Folyneaia, This is entirely 
regulated, by official agencies of the French Government, in this case the 
Exchange Control Office with whose rulingB all passengers and all carrier* 
operating in the Colony are required to comply c 

We very much hope that the foregoing offers you an adequate explanation 
of this matter* 




With kindest regard*,, 


Yours very truly, 

BRITISH OVERSEAS AI KWAT SCORPCRAH OS 


BBxcab 
DCA.T 7901/A F 


B« Bateman 

for District Sales Manager 











March 11 - 3 - 1962 


Mr. Charles Brotherson 
B apt) 01 * 

Utmroa - Raiatea Uturoa Raiatea,.,. 

French Polynesia 


Dear Mr . Schmitt : 


Your Wellcome letter dated February 
18 came to hand to weeks ago, and I must confess it was a real _ 
surprise to mss Yes, Dr. Kehdex* is right abouu the niiue, tnxt is 
the" true Danish spelling, and I can not tell you why it changed to 
Brotherson, but whe stuck to dat by now. 

Yes I stil have that date in mind April 28-30, 135? ”Mareva ,! is 
the Motor yacht, and I allways have that little token you gave me, 

!! Red crab setted in plastic”. 

Now I must start to tell you the long story of my ancestor, and 
how they were settled in Raiatea^_____- — <>• let's, 

It all started in 18415 with the Australian Gold Rusn,/my 
grandfather on myx fathers side, Peter Br Oder sen by name, got 
the gold fever ,y(They boarded sh|Lp somewhere in the States, 

th&sj +*=“4 got shipwreckfc^ln the luamotus, finly 7-^fctiiear 
survived and found some ways to continue to Tahiti, and lastly 
Raiatea.. It was quite a tragic story, because two of my 
grandfather Ls friends and shipmates who came with him to 
Raiatea, *su i c 1 u efr&Msalasss a few years later, % grandfather 
was badly shaken by the loss of h±s-&z& friends found 
relief in tiapcl woi*l£ for a Gsr m&n/Ti r in $ no is making c^nuxiorce 
£«h the Islands . He married m/ grandmother, who V**/« ftc 
daughter to a ship captain by the name of Hunter. j/,e (UiCcL j 
Of that union 9 childrens was born, % father was -oo. ^ -that 
in 1888 ./ Q&w few year s l^-teP ythe is land# of Raiatea oecame 

a. French Protectorate. ~~ %e dLer<? 

f athefl At the age of 14 a was sent to s cTTb’Ol in the S*p&*es* 
stayed years. After . he finished school^ he woi’xeafirsr 


{ \e 




JY* ^ 1 

}U k\fJt 


in Iowa, and later in San Francisco. 

He was back in the Islands In 1914, and-gtrir 

L&isa- ElizaW* Horley, the daughter oi an^ njiibl-^h 

-®rid"F'~was-'-nG'' "* 


csxlur d_ waa — ittfr j 

„3 


As for myself, I have not much to say, except that I muso thaik 
God because I was born on this beautiful Island, ana x do pray 

Him that it stay this way for ever. / 

»We hav e /Ythe— v-i-s-i-t-s— ©£» many tourists j 'thifefc^sut f ® f . . 
all over the world,* Big Cinema Company, wfl’m airaia trns 
is doing 'lots of wrong to these Islands, -aad oesiaes uhdty 

politics. \.| <L i l — n fi./T 

\ gg€K V7 > j f£ c\, by J rU'e* 

• T „ L.. "I— — J— . T* lit *%• -*• •!** 


se 


~v[ think "that I have told you all what you need to know, 
L; /but If you need some more information just drop me a 

j *(T ^ /a iksste .* 

My best regards to you and Br. Hehder , _ J* 

■js^m 

Ch. Brotherson 


Sincerely 


* 


♦ 




iff' 














SI Bredin Bxp. —Society Ids« 


November 1, 1956 


Br. James H. Carmel 
Acting Director 

Cranbrook Institute of Science 
Bloomfield Bills, Mich. 

Dear Dr. Carmel s 

Thank you for your prompt response to my inquiry 
of October 26, 1956. I certainly enjoyed what you had 
to say about coral reefs, and I am therefore tempted to 
ask which self-contained diving unit you prefer or per- 
haps would recommend. You speak of several, but what about 
the Scott Hydro-paJc that your artist used? 

Thank you again for that copy of your Mews Letter. 

Sincerely , 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

WLSieek 



SI Bred in Exp, — Society Ids, 


Cither i-C, ICSb 


l * I. Carael 

Crs-'ibrcok Instdtot# of Science 
aioonfleld Hills, HLch. 

Bear Dr, Camel i 

"• , can spars bis a copy of your lastitate*® 
Csiraoe Sew* letter for September 19 $6. I would be ve*y 
happy to be favored with a copy. I want to learn all I 
can about collecting on s mrzl reef because this nest 
spring I stay Hare an opportunity of getting down to the 
Society Islands. 

Sincerely, 

Maids L» Setoitt 
Head Car a tor 
Bapartsien t ob Zoology 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
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Carmichael, Leonard 



Br« Leonard Carmichael June 11, 195>7 

■Waldo L. Schmitt 

Smithsonian Bredin Society Islands Expedition 

Will you not. kindly send Mr, James McConnaughey , The Xettering-Oakwood 
Times, 2600 Far Hills Building, Dayton 9, Ohio, a check for f 1,600 to cover 
the balance due him for the charter of his yacht “Mareva" for the 1*6 days 

for which it was at the disposal of the Smithsonian Bredin Society Islands 
Expedition? 

As I have already reported to you, we are all safely back with very 
satisfactory and worthwhile "plunder n for your Rational Museum. 




Mr. James ffcOonnaughey 
The Kettering -Gakwood Times 
2600 Far Hills Building 
Dayton 9, Ohio 

% dear Mr. McConnaughcy* 


&•. Schmitt and party have returned happily and 
safely from our Society Islands Expedition, made possible 


and successful by your kindness in chartering to us your 
yacht, the “Kareva". Scientifically, the Institution 
has been well rewarded with the collections that they 
were able to secure in the several islands visited. 


With this I forward you our check for #1,600, which 
covers the balance of the charter price due you for the 
1*6 day i, at #100 per day, for which the ’’Kareva 3 was in 
use by our party (forenoon of April 3, through early ao ru- 
ing of lay 19). As you will recall, we already have 
mailed you a check for f 3 ,000, covering a month's advance 
payment on the n Mareva n charter. 


Tour making that vessel available to us for the 
period indicated was and is much appreciated by all 
“hands”. 

Very cordially yours, 


?®cl. 

KLSseek 

6 - 11-57 


Leonard Carmichael 
Secretary 


UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL AIR MUSEUM 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 



NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

l f as /tin /ton 23, D. (7. 
USA. 


March 15, 1957 


Friends and Correspondents 

of the Smithsonian Institution: 

Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt, Head Curator of Zoology, United 
States National Museum, is conducting the Smithsonian-Bredin- 
Society Islands expedition in the waters of French Oceania. 

His party is composed of Dr. Harald A. Rehder, Curator, Division 
of Mollusks, Mr. Charles E. Cutress, Associate Curator, Division 
of Marine Invertebrates, and Dr. Thomas E. Bowman, Associate 
Curator, Marine Invertebrates. They are concerned with biological 
studies and the collecting of natural history materials for the 
U. S. National Museum collections. 

Any facilities and courtesies that may be extended to the 
members of this expedition will be highly appreciated by the 
Smithsonian Institution, 




Secretary 



SI Bredin Society Ids. Bcp, 


Dr, Leonard Carmichael March lli, 1957 


Waldo L. Schmitt 


Smithsonian Bredin Society Islands Expedition 

With this I hand you the insurance policy and a carbon copy of the rider 
that is to be attached thereto. The latter is stapled to Mr. Pottinger • a let- 
ter of March 11. Today I got a further notice from him reading as follows t 

"Lloyd's have approved Smithsonian Institute as an additional 
assured and the coinsurance agreement will be effective imme- 
diately upon Mr, McConnaughey ' a signature," 

Upon receipt of this I called Mr. Hanson and he said it was very acceptable 
and he saw no reason why we should hold up the expedition for Mr. McConnaughey's 
signature. He did say it is possible that something might happen to McConnaughey 
and he might never sign but he doubted that this would happen and saw no reason 
why the expedition could not go forward pending the receipt of this signature. 

The letter which I originally prepared for your signature has been 
rewritten in order to include mention of the endorsement that is being added 
to Mr. McConnaughey's insurance policy. 

I have just learned that Mr. McConnaughey will be returning to Dayton, 
Ohio Sunday next. It would be nice if he could receive the cheek for the first 
payment of #3,000 early next week. 

The insurance policy should be returned to Mr. John Rjttinger without 
further delay, with a request that he kindly notify us when Mr. McConnaughey 
affixes his signature to the endorsement making it thereby immediately effective, 
I have attached hereto a personal letter to Mr* Bottinger for returning the 
policy to him. 


Attach, 




SI Bredin Society Ids. Exp. 


fr. Leonard Garmichael March 11# 195? 

Waldo L. Schmitt 

Smithsonian Bredin Society Islands Expedition 

I hope w® can forward Mr. McCoroiaughey the first month's payment for the 
rental or charter of the "Mar era" however it is considered. This would be a 
check for $3,00G. In case of further question, could not Mr. Hanson long dis- 
tance Mr. John S. Pottinger (insurance agent) in Dayton? The telephone company 
surely will be able to locate him if a person to person call is made. 

I do not know how else our letter to Mr. McCennaughey should be worded 
beyond what I originally prepared for your signature , —the letter attached to 
this memorandum. It may be that Mr. Hanson would help out with a draft if 
requested especially after talking with Mr. Pottinger. 



Filed i Carmichael, Dr. Leonard 
See:SI Bredin Exp.— Society Ids. 


Dr. Leonard Carmichael 
Waldo L, Schmitt 


Ifareh 7* 1957 


Expenses in connection with Bredin expeditions 

With this I hand yon a stateaent of isiecellaneous ex|^sses ^Mrgeshle 
to the* Bredin fund covering the preparation and editing of the African fil*j 
copying charts for projection, and copies of Kodaehrones taken o® the 
Caribbean expedition and in Cuba . Also there were several books bought , 
two of which were sent to Hr. Bredin. the total amounts to §2oy . 3h. 


Attach. 
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Dr* Leonard Garwichael fair uary 20, 195? 

thru* Dr* tedngtoa Kellogg 

Waldo L. SsMitt 


Saitheoniaa-lredin Society Islands .Expedition, 


This matter of the 11,000 liability 
yacht SaEIII has gotten beyond s®. 
the letter which I believe covers 
for th© parties involved , at least 
concerned. 



damage to Mr. onnaughey 1 s 

you «y advice and drafted 
adequately and satisfactorily 
a* Mr. MeContiaughey sad I are 


la ny fifty years, less four souths, in to® Governnent service, 
official travel froa toe shores of Arctic Alaska to the Antarctic, 
South Shetland Islands, and froa Jmn Fernandes in toe Pacific to the 
waters of the wile in the Anglo»I®rptiaa Sudan and %anda, these jsaag 
cautions net up by Mr. Bamcn were never needed. 


«k 


With all due respect to Mr. Hansen, able lawyer that he is, m has not 
correctly read the letters involved, nor hsa he any real understanding of the 
watt era or issues before us. Mr. Bredin is in no sense involved. The fund 
is wholly the Smithsonian ' a responsibility. In no way should these ’‘troubles* 
be brought to Hr. Godin’s attention. 

I shall, be happy to abide by Whatever safeguards the Institution feels 
it met raise, but the Institution will have to set tom up. 



SI Bredin Exp.— Society Ids. 


Dr. Leonard Carmichael Feb. 13, 1957 

VJaldo L. Schmitt 

Smithsonian-Bredin Society Islands Expedition 
Dear Dr. Carmichaels 

With reference to the liability for the first $1,000 of major damage 
to the MARFVA, the motor-sailer being made available to the Snithsonian-Bredin 
Society Islands Expedition by Mr. James McConnaughey of Dayton, Ohio: 

I do not believe it necessary to draw up a formal contract in view of the 
assurance ^iven in his letter of January 16. He is a highly respected, reput- 
able, successful business man. Is not our acceptance (letter for your signature 
enclosed) all that is needed to define the respective responsibilities of the 
parties concerned in this transaction? 

My personal recommendation is that we let the matter rest with the 
exchange of the following three letters, his of January 16, ours of this date, 
and his reply thereto, yet to be received. 
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Dr. Leonard Carmichael Feb. ?, 1957 

Thru t Dr. Remington Kellogg 
v aldo L. Schmitt 

Smithsonian- Bredin- -Society Islands Expedition 

Kith this I hand you Mr. McConnaughey 1 s two letters in which the matter 
of insurance which I discussed with you is mentioned. It concerned the assump- 
tion of the responsibility for the first thousand dollars damage that might be 
incurred. This I recommend we do. 

I do not believe any marine insurance company would insure against ordinary 
wear and tear and depreciation, and this Mr. McConnaughey waives in the fourth 
paragraph of his letter of January 16. I take him at his word, but I believe 
you wished the Institution to have some more definite assurance as to its 
liability in the matter. 

Mr. McConnaughey will surely have no objection to signing and having 
witnessed any stipulations you may wish to make in behalf of the Institution 
regarding that first $1,000. 

I should also like to have a check for 13,000 to make the down payment on 
the charter of the vessel which is to fun from April h through May 18 and which 
will include the fuel used during that period as well as the services of his 
sailor (and year-round caretaker) resident aboard the KAREVA. 


Attach. 



Hr. Leonard Carmichael Feo. ?, 1957 

thru* IS*. Remington Kellogg 
Waldo L. Schmitt 

Smithsonian- Bredin — Society Islands Expedition 

Here are the two last letters I have received fro* Mr. James McConnaughey . 
They are most encouraging. The matter of insurance which I discussed with you 
is mentioned in the fourth paragraph of Mr. McConnaughey ' s letter of o arm ary 16 
X take him at his word, but I believe the Institution wants some more definite 
insurance , and I know that he will be glad to have witnessed and signed any 
stipulations we make about the thousand dollars. Vhen I send this small con- 
tract forrr on to him, I would also like to nave for him a check for 13,000 
with which to cover the first month's payment. 

Mr. McConnaughey has several times expressed the wish that he might be t 
going with us. I am sure he would be a wonderful shipmate fro® the frankness 
and friendliness of his letters and from what I have heard fro® the folks who 
haw put Me in touch with him « 


Attach* 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office l&emor andum • united states government 

K/<- 

TO ; Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt (through Dr. Kellogg) DATE: November 30, 1 95o 

from : Leonard Carmichael jC 

subject: Honorary Fellow - Mr. J. Bruce Bredin 

Honorary Fellows are appointed by the Secretary and not by 


the Regents. I am glad to accept your recommendation. As soon 
as an appropriate diploma can be prepared for Mr. J. Bruce 
Bredin I will let you know, and we can think about a ceremony. 


standard form NO. 94 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM : 

SUBJECT: 


Dr* Leonard Carmichael 


Waldo L* Schmi 



Smithsonian -Bredin /Society Islands Expedition 


date: Not* 28 , 1956 


To facilitate bookkeeping for the Bredin contributions, I would like to 
suggest that the several funds that he has given us to date be incorporated into 
one entitled either the Bredin Expeditions Fund, which is shorter, or the 
Smithsonian-Bredin Expeditions Fund, if you prefer. This is in line with his 
suggestion that the balances, so far as necessary, be used for the upcoming 
expedition to the Society Islands. 
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Dr. Leonard Carmichael Ifovember 28 , 19‘56 


Waldo L. Schmitt 


Smithsonian-Bredin Society Islands Expedition 


To facilitate bookkeeping for the Bredin contributions , I -would like to 
suggest that the several funds that he has given us to date be Incorporated 
into one entitled either the Bredin Expeditions Fund, which is shorter , or 
the Smithsonian-Bredin Expeditions Fund, if you prefer. This is in line with 
his suggestion that the balances , so far as necessary, be used for the upcoming 
expedition to the Society Islands. 


PS. I do believe the time is now ripe to honor Mr. Bredin as an ’’honorary 
fellow w 5 perhaps on occasion of the forthcoming Regents meeting. 



f 


Mr* Thomas F* Clark f November 27$ 1956 

* / 

./ / ' 

Leonard Carmichael / /' 

Bredin Fund 

•,F 

y 

Please credit the attached check for $13, 598. 18 from 
Folger, Nolan, Fleming- W. B. Hibbs & Co., Inc. to the Bredin Fund. 

a his sum resulted from the sale of 300 shares of the common stock of 

■ v d 

the U. S. Rubber Company on November 20, 1956. This is a gift 
from Mr* J. Bruce £reain f and he wishes to have this money added 
to the balance in the- Bredin Fund to finance the Society Islands expedition. 










Filed: Smithsonian-Bredin Soc. Ids. Exp. 


Dr. Leonard Carmichael August 28, 1956 

Waldo L. Schmitt 

Smithsonian-Bredin Society Islands Expedition 

Mr. Bredin has asked me to go through with securing five reservations 
on the Matson Line Str. "Mariposa” sailing for Tahiti , March 23, 1957. 

To hold these reservations it is necessary to make a deposit of 1500. 

Will you not kindly authorize the drawing of a $500 check on the African 
Expedition in which the balance remaining is in the neighborhood of #1*,500. 

The check should be drawn on the International Travel Department of the 
American Automobile Association which was successful in obtaining these 
reservations for us. 

The room reservations are: two berth room ’*217 n at $1,150.00 each 
and three berth room a 235 R at $960.00 each, all round trip. 



s- ? s 


Bredin Exp. - West Indies 


ft*. Leonard Carmichael July 17, 19^6 

Waldo L. Schmitt 


Repair of camera used on Bredin Expedition 


May X Rave your approval for the attached requisition for $$1.73 represent 
g cost of repair of Museum causers that went *bai* on ^ 

Wilding felt the natter could 'be most esqaeditiously 
the Bredin fund. The camera is now in the E; 



if we char; 


W.'S 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


April 1, 1957 


AIR Mft.IL 

Dr. Wald® L. Schmitt 

o/o Smithsonian- Sredin Expedition 

Yacht "Mareva" 

Papeete, Tahiti, Society Islands 
Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Thank you for keeping us informed of your progress. Needless 
to say, none of your glowing accounts of the trip that would make 
a normal individual green with envy have altered my feeling of sat- 
isfaction at being left behind . 

I did not reply to your letter from Chicago as there seemed to 
be nothing worth reporting. I called Mr. Oehser about the possibi- 
lity of including the color shot of the megalops at Pigeon Island, 
and he said that nothing could be done at this time about changing 
the material included in the article; it is now in the printer’s 
hands. He felt that we might be dissatisfied with the proofs of 
some of the black and white photographs, and we might then decide 
to make some substitutions. I doubt that we will succeed in get- 
ting any color into the story without your forceful backing here, 
but we will do what seems best. Mr. Oehser said that it would b® 
impossible for an individual to contribute to the cost of such a 
plate. I know how you dislike the word "impossible” but I am merely 
reporting his comment. Unfortunately, the proofs will probably nave 
to be turned in long before your return, if the printer fulfills his 

promises • 

Your letter of Maroh 28 arrived from Honolulu this morning 
(April 1), together with an announcement from the K®tt.s of the birth 
of a boy on March 10. Your concern about the interim collecting 
manual is unjustified. I called Mr. Oehser again about that matter, 
and he confirmed my belief that the stencils will be cut by his staff 
We sent our copy directly to him last week. I have talked with Dr. 
Johnson, Dr. Friedmann, and Miss Kran about this, and all agree that 
the parts on the birds and reptiles should be sent to Oehser imme- 
diately. Dave Johnson said that they should complete the draft of 
the mammal section shortly, and Miss Kran tells me that Joe Morrison 
promises to do the same for the mollusks. Mr. Oehser said that tne 
job would have to be done somewhat sporadically, so I would guess 
that progress from now on would be as rapid as practicable. 




«* 2 ** 


I will show your note to Jan* who will certainly display the 
proper reaction. She still relives those 12 days on the Isle de 
France almost daily* Now that the vacation part of the trip is 
behind you, you may find it more difficult than ever to tackle the 
rougher aspects. All of you have the best wishes of all of us for 
good collecting and, above all, good health and a good time. Li ska, 
who is here this week, joins us. 


Cordially 



Fenner A. Chaoe , Jr. 

Curator 

Division of Marine Invertebrates 



COSMOS CLUB 

WASHINGTON B, D. C. 


August 27 , 1958 


Dr* Waldo L. Schmitt 
U.S* National Museum 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25* D* C* 

My dear Dr, Schmitt: 

Thank you for your informing letter of the 23rd instant, 
which I will read to the committee when it meets on September 
8th, and I hope that we will be able to find a mutually con-* 
venient and reasonably early date* 

Thanking you. 


Sincerely 


AJM/fj 







June 19, 195? 


Dr. Kellogg 

Through* Dr. Schmitt 

Charles E. Cutress 


Smithsonisn-Bredin Expedition to the Sooiety Islands and visit at the 
Allan Hancock Foundation of the University of Southern California. 


Fro® March 1?, 1957 to May 26, 185?, I was a member of the Smiths onian— 
are air. Expedition to the Society Islands. My travel schedule was so arranged 
that on the way out two days were spent at the Allan Hancock Foundation of the 
University of Southern California at Los Angeles. There a small collection of 
sea anemones wore superficially examined and those specimens of special interest 
were pat aside for shipment to the U. S. Hational Museum and further study* 

The type of field work engaged in while in the Society Islands was pri- 
marily that of collecting. For my part it involved mainly the collecting of 
Ccelenterates, Eehirioderas, Sponges and Polychaetes. Of these groups of animals, 
only the sea anemones of the phylum Coelenterata are familiar enough to me to 
permit an estimate of the number of species collected. The 20-22 species of sea 
anemones taken on the Smiths onian-Sredin Expedition compares exceedingly well with 
numbers of species taken at several other localities in the Pacific Ocean where I 
have collected. This collection of sea anemones from the Sooiety Islands is im- 
portant from the following standpoints* (1) Until now, we have had in the" collec- 
taons of the U.S.N.M* only one or two specimens of anemones from French Oceania! 

(2) species of anemones taken in this area by the IJ. S. Exploring Expedition, 
1838-42, have been lost and their descriptions and diagnoses have never been ade- 
quately incorporated into modem systematic works! and (3) the Tuamotus said Society 
Islands are peripheral areas of the Indo Jest Pacific zoogeographical region and 
have never been thoroughly explored so far as marine invertebrates are concerned. 




DARR LINES 


e Managing Qeneral Agents 
THEO. H. DAVIES 8c CO.. LTD. 

STEAMSHIP DEPARTMENT 
841 BISHOP STREET 
HONOLULU 13. HAWAII 


SCHOONER “TE VEGA 


Cjeneral Tassenger A gents 
GENERAL STEAMSHIP CORP.. LTD. 

432 CALIFORNIA STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 4, CALIFORNIA 


Tahiti <Agents 

ETABLI SSEM ENTS DONALD 
P. O. BOX 131 
PAPEETE, TAH ITI 


September 28, 1956 


Mr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Schmi tt : 


We have for acknowledgment your letter of August 29 

O h m 1 + -f P» n i I r-\ llTTr* \ / f~ C'A ‘ L— X. 


inquiring about the Darr Lines schooner "TE VEGA" service between 
Papeete and Honolulu. The most convenient sailing seems to be 
Voyage 10 which departs from Papeete April 7, arriving Honolulu 
April 21. We would be most happy to reserve space for your party of 
five people and it would be helpful to learn the names or at least 
if the group consists of all men or if some women are included as 
well as the type of accommodations preferred. 


The highlight of the Darr Lines service is the cruise to 


the outlying Islands of Moorea, Raiatea, Bora Bora, and Tahiti-iti 
and possibly you would wish to embark aboard "TE VEGA" March 23 and 
take the Island cruise prior to returning to Honolulu. 


We wish to apologize for the tardy reply to this letter 


inasmuch as it was held for Captain Darr to return to Hawaii last 
week and he has since turned the letter over to us. 


You will find a supply of brochures enclosed which fully 


describes our service. General Steamship Corporation in San Francisco 
is in a position to assign space, issue tickets, and complete your 
booking. Looking forward to hearing from you soon. 


Very truly yours 


THEO. H. DAVIES & CO., LTD 



R. W. Evans X 
General Passenger Agent 


RWE:mm 
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SI Bredin Exp. --Society Ids. 
Darr Lines 

AIE MAIL 

■eiaesa 

August 29, 19$6 

i 

Barr Lines 

Honolulu 

Hawaii 


Gentlemen i 



Can you furnish me with a schedule of sailing 
of your schooner tt fe¥SM® from Papeete to Honolulu? 

I expect to be ia Tahiti some tine in Harsh sad hope 
to return to Honolulu aac the States by the end of 
April or first of May, if possible, I m one of a. party 
of five and wader if it spu id be possible to make reserva- 
tions for any part of that party, one or more. Also, the 
coat of return fare would be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Waldo 1. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

MLS seek 



To open cut here 




J M DENT & SONS LTD PUBLISHERS 


Please reply to RLE. 

Trade department 


Aldine House, 10-13 Bedford St 

London, W.C .2 

Cables : Malaby London 

7th March,1957 


Mr*. Waldo L. Schmitt, 

Messrs Sherwood House Publications, 
Box 8 5 5* Benjamin Franklin station, 
MASHxHGTQH 4, D* C* 


i MAR 


v. t . / 


Dear 01 r, 


O' 


'L G r ,U,^s 


Thank you for pour lettsr of 1st. Marcn, snci-osing an 
order for four copies of\OVER THE REEFS. This book is available, 

in this country at l3/~ 

Unfo rtunataLy we do not hold the distrioution rights to r 
this title in America* These are haLd by Messrs* b*P . Duuuon ■ f 
of 3 ) 0 9 Fourth Avenue, He?/ £ork,10: we suggest you send your order uo 

then* 


\ 

t 


Tours faithfully, 

J.M. DENT & SOUS, LTD.. 



r ) es c xr<- 


O 
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AIR LETTER 


AEROGRAMME 
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Mr. Waldo L. Schmitt* 

2 \ ' , 

Messrs Sheri?ood House ^ubli cstiof)!^ 

Box 855, Benjamin Franklin StatiotJ 

WASHINGTON, 4 D. 0 . 


U.S.A. 


<- 


Second fold here 


Sender’s nanre and T ¥« PENT & SONS LTD 

^0-13 BEDFORD ST 

LONDON, W.C.2 
ENGLAND 






AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 
ENCLOSURE; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 
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Despatch No. 1776 COPY 

From Paris 


NOTE 

No. 299 

The Embassy of the United States of America presents 
its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
has the honor to state that the United States National 
Museum,, which is a division of the Smithsonian Institution, 
is planning to undertake an investigation of the littoral 
and shallow water invertebrates of the Society Islands. 

Inasmuch as the National Museum now has very little 
scientific material from this area, it is now planning an 
expedition which will be led by Dr. Valdo L 0 Schmitt, 
marine biologist add bead curator of the Department of 
Zoology. The expedition 1 s other members would be Dr. 

Harold A. Rehder, the museum® s curator of mullusks, and; . 
Dr. Thomas E» Bowman* associate curator of radiate animals# 
The party would like to make Papeete its base of operation 
and visit as many islands as practicable in the course of 
the six weeks period which it has planned for its activi- 
ties in the Society * Islands area. 

To carry out its studies, the expedition has chartered 
the yacht "Mareva" , owned by Mr. James McConnnughey of 
Dayton, Ohio. The yacht will be captained by John Kandell. 
This scientific group, which will have collecting gear, - 
such as nets 1 , dredges, and marine traps, as well as spe- 
cial containers and photographic equipment, is scheduled to 
depart from San Francisco on March 23, 1957 on the ”SS Mori 
posa" and hopes to begin its operations on April 4, ter- 
minating them in Papeete on May Id, 1957. 

The Embassy requests that approval of the appropriate 
French authorities for the conduct of this scientific inves 
tigntion be granted. . It has been instructed to assure the 
Ministry of foreign Affairs that copies of all published 
reports of the expedition’s studies will be made available 
to" French Government authorities. 

Paris, March- 6, 1957 

«' ■ , 1 ' • • ) ' i /• t ' , *' .‘ i , » . 4 
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs • 
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Direction ‘'>fn§rrlc Politique 
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Paris le 21 Mars 
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Enclosure Ho® 1 
Pes patch Ho. 1778 
from Paris 


GO PI 


NOTE 


No ® 


The Embassy of the United States of America presents 
its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs end 
has the honor to state that the United States National 
Museum, which is a division of the Smithsonian Institution, 
is planning to undertake an investigation of the littoral 
and shallow water invertebrates of the Society Islands® 

Inasmuch as the National Museum now has very little 
scientific material from this area, it is now planning an 
expedition wh ich will bo led by Dr® Waldo L® Schmitt , 
marine biologist and bead curator of the Department of 
Zoology® The expedition’s other members would be Dr. 

Harold A® Rehder, the museum’s curator of mullusks, and 
"r® Thomas r ’ ----- 4 — 4 ~ 


If — * 

„ Bowradn , associate curator of radiate animals. 

The party would like to make Papeete its base of operation 
and visit as many islmds as practicable in the course of 
the six weeks period which it has planned for its activi- 
ties in the Society Islands area® 


, the expedition has chartered 


To carry out its studies , 

the yacht "Kareva" , owned by hr® dames -cConnnughey of 
Dayton , 'bio® The yacht will be captained by dohn Hands 11. 
This scientific group, which will have collecting gear, 

? ... __ ~ — - Ji ^ . V> 4 M®. *«*. *** -i -wn -w-*rs. *■' l I A it? ts V\j& 


such ns nets, dredges® and marine traps, os well as spe 




OUWU C.4 w- j •§ UMW *>***. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ w * V4 **~ * ^ V ~ 

cinl containers and photographic equipment, is scheduled to 
depart from San Francisco on March 23, 1957 on the "SS Mari 
posa" and hopes to begin its operations on April 4, ter- 
minating them in Papeete on fay Id, 1957. 

The Embassy requests that approval of the appropriate 
french authorities for the conduct of this scientific inves 
tigation be granted® It has been instructed to assure the 
Ministry of foreign Affairs that copies of all published 
reports of the expedition’ s studies will be v .asde available 
to French Government authorities® 


71 v 
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

\ 

Paris 
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Direction G6n§rale Politique 
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REPURLIQU E F RA MCA ISE 


Paris le 21 Mars 1957 


Le Mini st Ire des Affaires Etrsnglres prSsente see 
compliments h I’Arebassade des Etats-Unic ci*Am6rique et se 
r6f &rant I sa note , 'o o 299 ©a date ciu E, mars 19o7 a 
1 ’ honneur de fairs savoir h 1’ Ambassece ou’il s fait part 
aux sutoritSs locales des Etablissements franco is de 
l*Oc£anie du projet de 1* expedition scientifique qux serait 
orgpnis §0 pro chs in© ryiont Claris Ibs Hbs d© Soci«t6 lo 
Musfee National des Stats-Uniso 

XI result e des indications psrven u« s I I* 1 ** conns isse»nc© 
du Mini store cue les eutoritfts locales rcsponsables envisa- 
&Qn t favoreblensent l 1 expedition scientifique progetee, «. 

1* organisation de la quelle le gouvernement frangais tonne 

son rgrfimento 

Le Ministers a pfeis note avec le plus^vif intfiret de 
ce cue des exempts ires des rapports de la mission sc tent if 1- 
que du Fus§e IfetionaX tics seront transirds ^ u 

ctq uvern & rrusnfc f x*c n^f-- i s pci v 2.0 go u vcm *>• mor 1 cm x n © 
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is planning undertake investigation littoral and shallow water invertebrates 

of Society Islands 0 Museum now has very little scientific material from 

this area 0 Expedition led by Dr 0 Waldo L 0 Schmitt* marine biologist 

and Head Curator Department Zoology* Party consists Dr 0 Bar old A* Rohder® 

Curator Mollusks % Dr* Thomas E 0 Bowman# Associate Curators radiate 

All from National Museums Party would make; Pape&te base 

s, and visit many island® as practicable in six weeks® Hag 
v ' ' MAEEfA 

Yacht /from James McConnaug’ney of ®ayton 8 Ohio^ to be captained 
by John Randall $ Schmitt corresponded Amconsul Bomsa last November* 

Party will hate collecting gear* nets* dredges* marine. traps® special 
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BERNICE P. BISHOP MUSEUM 

HONOLULU 17 , HAWAII 



Far oh 15, 


1957. 


Dr. Du ldo L. Schmitt, 
Read Curator, 

D e p a r t me nt o f Zoology, 
U. S. National Museum, 
,r Ashington 25, D. C. 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 










I ara delighted to hear that you are making 


a no especially that you 
where I hope ve may 
you as you pass through, 
be rushed d urine- the 
hope you can sgueeze out 


a zoological trip to Tahiti 
are con inn: through Honolulu 
catch at least a glimpse of 

I know that you will 
few hours of stopover but I 

a few minutes to call at the Fuseum where I expect 
to be. I have a lot of things to talk to vou about. 

Jocelyn Crane was through here last summer 
ana told me that you were planning the trip to Tahit 
so I was not surprised to hear that it was to take 
place this spring. Tahiti is a great place for 
zoological work ana I am sure your gang will find 
it an -interesting field for investigations and rich 
enough to satisfy your several desires. 


x 


Dell this is anly a note to tell you how 
pleased I am that you and your co-workers are 
headed this way and that I hope to say ALOHA to 
you soon. Whether you get this letter before 
you get here depends upon how you travel across 


country . 

V 


dincer^ly , 

0. h. EOTuOncison* ^ 



SI Bredin Society Ids. Exp. 


March 7, 195? 

AIR MAIL 

ft*. C. H. Edmondson 
Bernice P. Bishop Museum 
Honolulu 35, Hawaii 

Dear Dr. Edmondsons 

I have hopes of getting away shortly on a trip to the 
Society Islands, financed by a friend of the Museum. Kith 
me will be Dr. Karald A. Rahder, Mr. Thomas E. Bowman, and 
Mr. Charles E. Cutress. Vie shall be in Honolulu one day the 
29tb c.f March, and during that time hope to see a number of 
our friends and visit briefly the University and especially 
the Museum. I hop® to see you too. Late in the afternoon 
we have to call upon a Mr. Ernest May, a friend of this 
Institution, who has invited the little expedition party to 
dinner. Cutress , as you may know, is up for his final exami 
nations for his doctorate. Perhaps you are on his board of 
examiners. I have not asked him that question. 

If you are not at the Museum, I shall give you a ring 
at home when we arrive. 

My best to you folks and here’s to seeing you real 

soon. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

WLSseek 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


Dr. Harald Rehder, Dr. Waldo Schmitt 


DATE: 11 , 1957 


from : F. R. Fosberg 


subject: Observations desired on Society Islands corax atolls (ana 

coral atolls visited) 


•ny other 


As you are well aware the Pacific Science Board has been carrying 
on a program of investigations on coral atolls, leading to a general 
ecological study. The rugge of our interests are indicated by the papers 
that have apt) ear dd in the Atoll Research Bulletin, and by trie hano. bo ok which 
is no. 17 of the same Bulletin. My own most active interest is in the 
portions of the atolls above nigh tide and it is unis aspect thc&t X wouid 
like to have any special notes that it may be convenient for you to maize. 

We have relatively xittle information on the live coral atolls in the 
Society Group — Tetiaroa, Tubai, Mopihaa, Fenua Ura, and Bellingshausen. 

Any specimens of land biota — plan t s and animals, as well as notes Oxi the 
extent of coconut plantations, existence of consolidated rock above nigh 
tide level, existence of fresh or brackish water marshes or ponds, character 
of the substratum — sandy , $ gravelly, or bouldery , existence and position 
of boulder ridges, general aspect of vegetation, abundance and kinds Oi. 
sea birds end rookeries, existence of groves 01 Puna trees (Pisonia grandis) , 
if so, the existence of brown phosphate rock beneath them, correlation 
this with bird rookeries. If suspected phosphate rock xs found it v.l — 1 ue 
composed of white grains cemented together by a brown , cement, it should be ^ 
noted whether It is overlain by a dark muck or leaf -mold, and a. specimen ox 
the rock brought. 


Prints of any photos 
the reefs, wound be “welcome 
high islands. 


taken of atolls* either of the land features or of 


ujl yx awj wxiwa.. w-. - ~ — 

Also any photos showing vegetation, even of 


X hose that the enclosed copy of the report oi trie Hang ar e van Expedition 
will be of help in your planning. Also I hope that your trip may ue as 
interesting and productive as was the Hangar even Expedition. 
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NAME OR TITLE 

INITIALS— DATE 

l. 

The Secretary 


2. 


3. 


4. 



Your information 


Note and return 


Your comments 


Proper signature 


Necessary action 


Note and file 


Prepare reply 


See me 


Your recommendation 


Your initials 


Remarks Hold up on this until Hanson ’ s opinion 


is secured. He has papers. Jim Adams told 


Kellogg such a letter of agreement is useless. 


JEG 


From 

Date 


Phone 


T 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16 — 63985~1 










Filed* SI Bredin-Society Ids. Exp, 


Mr ■ Jbhi 


Or. * 


<kJL 


Feb. 28, 195? 


V; 


*■# 


S. I. -Bredia Society Islands Expedition 
four ««soran<hm regarding any liability that the Institution night incur 


in eharieria*: Mr. 


MbC-: - > jmattghey * t M&M-VA left me no choice bet to inquire 

■tork Jtuk i P A U*k. attic ^ % ^ Sfcdr ah* aUtiidHtL, '■UMeeutth -dk jm» .awl $s : '” '•#»». .*»; •> 4*. ^ j&mi *!$ ... ^ .JL JL -i. 


regarding the nature of the liras ranee he carried, 
hie should act that natter at rest - I ixme«HH 




t ached letter iron 


r# 

ii 


yen wish to reword the- r I originally prepared for .Sr. Camichael* 
tore, do so. All papers received tron you are being returned herewith. 


I hope that there 
to Hr. Connaughey 


ill he m 


further delay in Mailing a chock for $3,000 




4- f&tin 


tech. 
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COPY 


FOR THE RECORD February 15, 1957 


J. t. Graf 


Telephone call from Elisha Hanson regarding Society Islands Expedition 

— matter of insurance for same 

Mr. Hanson said that we ought to have some insurance protection, liability, 
against others besides Bredin. For example — could slam into somebody. 

Mr. Hanson inquired about liability on Schmitt and others in the party. 

He said that the national Geographic always takes out liability. Fhat about 
liability to crew? 

There is a question whether we can get liability insurance on Bredin 
in addition to policy we have now, but that should be definitely specified 
in a contract with him or exchange of letters. 

Bredin* s insurance policy contains a subrogation clause. With such a 
clause Bredin would be protected but the Smithsonian would not be. The insurance 
company could proceed against the Smithsonian to collect what it pays Bredin. 

Mr. Hanson suggested that he return the papers to us with his notes 
and that we then have Lyle Lipscomb, Insurance man, come down to see me. 



729 Fifteenth Street, N. K 
Washington 5 , D. C. 

February 1$, 1957 

Mr. J. E. Graf 
Smithsonian Institution 

Washington 25, r. C. 

0 

Dear John s 

I am returning the papers you sent me with the note of 
February 11* concerning the Society Islands Expedition. 

I have these suggestions to makes 

1. Tou should explore the question as to whether or not Dr. 
Schmitt is now adequately protected by Government Liability 
Insurance for anything that night happen to him on this trip. 

2. I recommend that you take out liability insurance on 
any persons who serve with Dr. Schmitt on the expedition. 

3. There should be a specific agreement with Mr. Bredin 
limiting the Smithsonian’s liability to him incident to 
any damage to the boat to the amount of $1,000. If you 
can obtain insurance for this amount it should be obtained. 

h. While Mr. Bredin says that his vessel is fully insured 
except for the exclusion of the first $1,000 of damages 
which he assumes, nevertheless, I think inquiry should be 
made as to whether or not his policy contains a subrogation 
clause. If it does, Bredin would collect from the insurance 
company the amount of the damage suffered above $1,000, but 
in consideration thereof would give to the insurance company 
the right to proceed against the Smithsonian for the amount 
of damage paid to Bredin. Xou Should be protected against 
such subrogation. 

5 . Xou should explore the question of liability to others, 

i. e. other vessels in the event of a collision with them, 
and obtain proper insurance. 

I have discussed this problem with Mr. Lisle Lipscomb of 
Adgate A. Lipscomb & Sons , who has served the Smithsonian 
on insurance matters on other occasions and I strongly 
recommend that you h a ve him explore it to the end that 
the Smithsonian may be fully protected. 

Sincerely , 


ccs Dr. Leonard Carmichael 


C 

0 LAW OFFICES OF 

P ELISHA HANSOM 

X 
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Mr. Graf thru Tr. Kellogg 


¥. L. Schnitt 
Soc. Ids. Exped. 

Mr. Gref* you ha ire the letters rec'd from Mr. McConnaughay 
the enclosed for Hr. Carmichael* a signature should do the trick, 
would appreciate a carbon of any letter tx.at may he- adoresseo i»o 
regarding the insurance and first 13*000 payment . 


lit- II- $7 


I feel that 
If not, I 
Hr. McConnaughey 



SI Bredin Society Ids. Exp. 


C 0 FI 


uw OFF M® OF 
* LIS HA HAHBOM ' 

729 Fifteenth Street, S. 
Iftwhingten 5, D. C. 

March 13, 195? 


Or. Waldo 1. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
^asMBftoa 2 $, D. C. 

Dear Or. Setosd.it* 

*fir. fbttlnger * a letter to you of March 11 Is satis- 
factory to me, providing , of course , he obtains the 
endorsement showing the Smithsonian as an additional 
assured and forwards a copy of that endorsement to you. 

There la obp fact to which I want to call your attri- 
tion. The policy which has been submitted to me is 
for the period of twelve calendar months » - commencing f 
at .noon on ffcy 28, 1956, and expiring at noon os May 28, 
195?. If your expedition will continue beyond May 28 ., 
195? , you should make certain that the policy is renewed 
or extended beyond that time. 

Very truly yours.. 


Elisha Hanson, 
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October 30, 1956 


Mde. J. Jacquerain, Secretary 

Syndicat d f Initiative et du Tourisme de Tahiti 

Boite Postale 326 

Papeete , Tahiti 

French Oceania 

Dear Mde. Jacquemin: 

I want to thank you for your letter, but I am sorry 
you did not keep the dollar bill. I am sure you could 
have put it to good advantage in promoting the interests 
of your Tourist Bureau. Certainly, the services you ren- 
der all of us who seek information from you is worth far 
more than any little contribution that we might make, 

I cannot begin to tell you how much I appreciate 
the list of vessels, their journeys and duration thereof 
that you have sent me along with the cost of each of them. 

It is most useful information. 

I am writing you in advance of the six copies of the 
Tourist folder that you are sending me; I will let you 
know when they do arrive, but your very kind letter deserves 
an earlier response. 

Sincerely, 


IJaldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


'sILS.eek 
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PAPEETE, 



6 Octobre 1956 


Par Avion 


Ref. : 56/ - 480 


Mr. Waldo L. SCHMITT 
Head Curator 

Smithsonian Institution (Dept. Of Zoology) 
United States National Museum 

WASHINGTON 25 D.C. 

U.S.A. 


Dear Sir, 

In reply to your letter dated August 29, I am sending 
you a list of our local schooners indicating rates / and names of 
islands visited. 

It may be possible to find a yacht available for charter 
during your stay here. Although the possibilities are slight, I will 
be happy to keep you posted with any news regarding that question, if 
you will let me know the approximate date of your arrival in Tahiti. 

I thank you for enclosing the Si. note which I am hereby 
returning with my appreciation for your thoughtfulness. 

Our Syndicat d* Initiative is an information bureau and 
it is a pleasure to give you all the assistance possible. I am 
forwarding by surface mail six more copies of our tourist folder as 
requested in your letter. 


Sincerely Yours 
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AM MIC 


ikigust 2 9 * 1956 


Miss J, Jaequratn, Secretary 

Syndleat d * Initiative at do tourism© ds Tahiti 

Bolt® Post ale 326 

Papeete, Tahiti 

French Oceania 


Dear Mss Jacqnenin; Ref. t 56/B-385 


I thank you for your good letter of August 13. It 
gires sse a great deal of infonaatios, and the little 
folder ■tiiiich it -was enclosed is particularly welcome. 

There is one further bit of information I would 
like to get from yon. If convenient , and that is the 
transportation rates or cost of passage between the dif- 
ferent-; islands by the daily schooner service to Jfeorea 


and the weakly boat service to the Leeward Island 
ine cost of air- far® to the various islands. If 


a, ads, also 
If there 


a.re ao yachts available for charter, it looks as if we 
will have to depend upon local transportation. Will 
yo-ts be kind enough to s«nd big six ©ore copies of your 
tourist folder? f© cover postage I a® enclosing $1.00* 
Eras though this say be a little acre than the postage 
required, do not hesitate to accept It as if is” not 
convenient to send s lesser amount to you. 

iff thanks also to Ifl.sc fetus for turning my letter 
over to you. Icor prompt response is keenly" appreciated . 


Sincerely 


Waldo L. Schnitt 
lead Curator 
Department of Zoology 



SYNDIC AT D’lNITIATIVE 

ET DU 

TOURISME DE TAHITI 

ETABUSSEMENTS FRANQAIS DE L’OCEANIE 

BOITE POSTALE 326 

TELEPHONE No. 380 

PAR AVION 

PAPEETE, LE 13 Ao&t 1956 


Ref.s56/D-385 


Mr. Waldo L. SCMITT, 
Head Curator, 

Dept* of Zoology, 
Smithsoniam Institution 
WASHINGTON . 25 D*C. 
(U.S.A. ) 


Dear Sir, 


Miss Natua has transmitted your letter dated 
july 10th to our office and asked that we give you 
all information required* 

Enclosed herewith we are sending you our last 
touristic pamphlet which, we hope, you will find helpful* 

With regard to transportation between the island^ 
there is a daily schooner service with Moorea, 11 miles 
from Tahiti, a weekly boat service with the Leeward 
Islands : Huahine , Raiatea & Borabora , and a three-weeks 
or monthly service with the other archipelagos. 

A twice-a-week plane service has been recently 
resumed with the Leeward islands. 


No yachts are available for charter at tfte 
present time but such possibily may well occur during 
your stay here. 


Leeward 
natives 
glad to 


Accomodation is available on Moorea and in the 
group but not on the other islands. However, 
are always friendly and helpful. We will be 
give you any further information you may require. 


Sincerely Yflmrs 



/ 


(A 


a i 

( jkme i ) J . Jac q uemin 
/Secretary 


JJ/TM 
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Dr. EeisioatoiJ Kellogg 


March 
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Maid? 


M i 


Schmitt 


3. 1. Bredic Society Islands T^xpedition 


TV 


'S 


Herewith oar travel requests for the forthcoming expedition, ur. 
r r Cutress wish to take advantage of the free transportation offered to study 
collections in the institutions named. The work is of advantage to oar Museum 
but has no- bearing on the Bredin Expedition. I hope the Musew can see it®- way 

clear to wsiei - *# 
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SI Bredin Exp.— §ociety Ids. 


March 21, 195? 

AIR MAIL 

Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
c/o The S. S. MARIPOSA 
Matson Navigation Co. 

Port of Honolulu 
Honolulu , T. H. 

Dear Dr. Schmitts 

Enclosed is a letter addressed to me from Miss Joan Demond, together 
with her letter to you of March 20. 

Everything is coming along nicely, and I am trying to catch up with 
filing and o .her work which had accumulated in the office. As soon as 
things get cleared up a bit, I shall tackle the stencil work of the 
Collector's Manual that is ready. I still have the desk to be cleaned 
out and the new one put into place. Dr. Johnson has kept me busy. 

He wishes me to tell you that everything is running smoothly and sends 
his best regards. 

The earthquake in San Francisco must have been quite an experience 
for you, and I am glad to know that you and your friends and colleagues 
came out of it safe and sound. We were all concerned here. It was a 
shock to me to see the headlines in the paper as I was going home from 
work. I have a sister and nephew who live in Oakland and work in San 
Francisco. I kept in touch with reports on the radio and my fears were 
allayed as the good news came in that lives were spared. They seem to be 
getting after shocks from news accounts. We were grateful to get the 
report from you that all was well with you and your party. 

The weather has been rather cool here with some rainy and cloudy 
days. I had two visitors, friends of mine, la at week. I showed than 
the new exhibits in the Museum and they enjoyed them immensely. Tulip 
trees are out, also forsythia, etc. , and everything looks lovely. 

My best wishes to you and your party for a very successful collect- 
ing trip and a nice time. Tell Dr. Rehder I hope he gets some rare shells 

Sincerely, 

- 7 - - r- . ' .7. 

. V ; f - 

-‘"V 

PS Before sending this 1 tter off to you, it occurred to me that I 
should ask Dr. Morrison if he has anything to say to you and Dr. Rehder. 
This is his messages "I enjoyed the talk at the Biological Society by 
Mr. Smith, also the pictures that he showed of the Bredin trip 
last year to the Antilles. I am trying to keep things going and 
everything is running smoothly. " 

I shall be gla c to tender adieus ,hose you have missed. 
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M c Connaughey, James 


Dr. Leonard Carmichael 


June 11, 195*7 


Mai do L. Schmitt 

■Snithsonian Bredin Society Islands Expedition 

Mill you not kindly send Mr. James McConnaughey, The Kettering-Oakwood 
Times, 2600 Par Hills Building, Dayton 9, Ohio, a check for $1,600 to cover 
the balance due him for the charter of his yacht “Mareva** for the U6 days 

for which it was at the disposal of the Smithsonian Bredin Society Islands 
Expedition? 

As I have already reported to you, we are all safely back with very 
satisfactory and worthwhile "plunder” for your national Museum. 





McConnaughey, James 


AIR MIL 


June 11 s 1957 


Mr. James McConnaughey 
The Kettering-Oak wood Times 
2600 Far Hills Building 
Dayton 9, Ohio 

Dear Mr. McConnaughey s 

tefe are back safe and sound, largely , if not molly, due to you 
and your stout craft l Mo, no real rough weather, though two of our 
party suffered considerably from mal de mer » 

Mr hat is off to the "Kareva* • She took us ''"there'* and Drought 
us back— to Tikehau in the Tuamotus , where Jack Randall persuaded us 
to go first to Huahine , Raiatea, Moorea, and to Bora Bora. I owe you 
a lot for a wonderful cruise and for the fine lot of marine oiotogical 
material we secured for the Museum. Right here, though, I must beg 
your forgiveness for not keeping you posted regarding our comings an 
goings : I still will have to defer giving you an account of our expe- 
tion until I complete a rlsuml for which our own Secretary is waiting. 
In due course you will remembered with it* Meanwhile, I sm noping 
that Mr. Reasin may have written you about us from time to time, m 
was a most useful and helpful person , and I frankly oelieve a far bet- 
ter deal than Mr. Moore. The latter was Washington torn, « i was 
myself, and, although we seemed to have a lot of ancient History n 
common, I saw very little of him both on the "Mariposa , on which we 
all traveled to Tahiti, and later in Papeete. However, this was not 
necessary as Mr. Reasin filled the bill most satisfactorily on a J 
counts. I just did not find time to write anyone other than my 
Even my diary suffered more than it should have. It all comes home 
to me now while I am trying to prepare a few words on the expedition 
for our Secretary. I m crowding this in between three departmental 
reports , "Plan of Operations" so-called. Research Report, and the 
inevitable Annual Report. Although all are annual, they are always 
separately handed in, and the first two always in addition to the 

last one. 

To make a long story short with regard to our charter account 
with you: 

At the rate of $3,000 a month, the cost of the charter comes to 
1100 oer day. We were aboard the "Mareva? or had the use oi her from 
the late forenoon on April 3, through very early breakfast on my l9, 
a total of k6 days, as the Government figures. Having made an advance 
payment of $3,000, there are still due $1,600* A check for tnia 
amount will be forwarded to you by our Secretary , Dr. Leonard 
Carmichael, in the near future. 

Tautu proved to be a jewel, strong, hardworking, always willing, 



* 







2 


very familiar with the working of all the gear , the sails , and the 
engines , and, withal, a very resourceful man. 


For Captain we had Temarii a Teal, brother-in-law of Dr. Kenneth 
Emery of the Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu , —a better man you 
would never want . I have recommended him most highly to Mrs. Stephen 
Phillips , and she has engaged him for their forthcoming cruise. If 
ever I get a chance to go back, and I hope that I may, I should not 
want any other skipper. His terms were 13,000 francs per month, ano 
he is worth every centime of it. 


Tautu asked me to be sure to tell you that a new bearing was 
needed for the shaft. It is the after shaft bearing, if that is lie 
way you speak of it. He stowed me the box that had contained the 
one now in place, and this is what I copied from that containers 


Gutless Bearing ID 0. D. L 2 W 3" 8« B. F. Goodrich, 

Akron Ohio. 

Are the 238 dimensions or merely lengths? Xou probably will know. 

Xou must be a grand person,— you certainly endeared yourselx to 
everyone, from all reports. Hie folks down Tahiti way are also a fin® 
lot, and the climate is quite wonderful, but I guess I must be a dyed- 
in-the-wool U.S.A. , for, as i tell my friends, I would rather shovel 
snow than cut grass; still , if I could afford the travel bade and 
forth , I might be tempted to establish a toehold in the Society 
Islands, as you have done. I hope I will get 'the chance to meet you 
in person one of these days. The Museum will be my permanent address 

until I die. 

Good luck to you and yours and your wwrks. 

Sincerely, 


as seek 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 



McConnaughey, .James 


Hr. Jmm MeConnsughey 
The fetter img-Oakwood Times 
2600 Far Hills Building 
Dayton 9, Ohio 

Hjr dear Hr. McConnaughey* 

Hr. Schmitt and party have returned happily and 
safely fro® our Society Islands 1 xpecition , made possible 
and successful by your kindness in chartering to us your 
yacht, the “Kareva " . Scientifically } the Institution 
has been well rewarded with the collections that they 
were able to secure in the several islands visited. 

With this I forward you oar check for &j6Q0» which 
covers the balance of the charter price due you for the 
ii6 days, at #100 per day, for which the “Kareva* was in 
us© by our party (forenoon of April 3, through early morn- 
ing of May 19). As you will recall, we already have 
mailed you a check for $3,000, covering a month’s advance 
payment on the “Kareva* charter. 

Tour making that vessel available to us for the 
period indicated was and i® much appreciated by all 
“hands*. 

Very cordially yours, 


Fuel. 

WLSseek 

6 - 11-57 


Leonard Carmichael 
Secretary 



SI Bred in Society Ids. Exp 


Filed: James McConnaughey 


March lit, 1957 


AIR MAIL 

Mr. James McConnaughey 
The Ket tering-Oakwood Times 
2600 Far Hills Building 
Dayton 9 , Ohio 

Dear Mr. McConnaughey: 

I am writing this upon the heels of our telephone conversa- 
tion which mis-fired, hoping that it will reach you promptly. 

I would be most happy to have Mr. Stafford, and I have gathered 
from the few words we had together this morning that he is most 
acceptable to you . If it can be arranged , we shall have him on 
board, and I shall try including him in the party without ado, 
but, of course, I am responsible to the people here who probably 
would be reluctant to do anything for which they might later be 
criticized. I shall do my best to include Stafford. On the 
other hand, in one of his letters Jack Randall says that your 
agent, John Reasin, had lined up a native captain whom he 
expected us to take. I do not know where ?fc*. Reasin got this 
idea, but still if he has a man and is your agent, it undoubtedly 
would be somebody whom you and we could trust. Hu' certainly 
would not do anything to alienate your regard for him. At this 
moment I do not know Just how things will work out. We shall try 
to work Stafford into our party, and, failing that, perhaps take 
the man that Reasin has on tap. It was this matter of Reasin and 
his candidate that I was trying to pass on to you when the phone 

went bad. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


vil seek 



McConnaughey, James 


Alii EI.1L 

.u -- ■ 1 . . * .-. ..a,- . . , 

* w* <*T p 1 ^*7 ' ^ . ' 


Hr. tel McConnaughey 
The K»ti«rli^-Oakwo<l flaws 
2600 Far Hills Building 
Bayton 9, Ohio 

% dear Hr* MoCoamughey* 

3r. Sctetiti has told «e of year great helpfulness in making 
the MftltlVi available to the Seithsoaia®*® Sodetar Islands Expedi- 
tion for a period of about six weeks Area April k to May 18. It 
gives us- s very wonderful opportunity to enrich our study collec- 
tions fran the littoral of m area from which the Muses* ha* 
received very little invertebrate amterisl in toe past. 


With this l send you our check for $3 
first south* a charter of the M&HBIA, 
the vessel sod all necessary _ 

©barter period* turn the service® of 
taker . 


t 


payment of the 


running it, fuel for the 

,w&l d&)> -mt- ' jhU tfrti •‘iivr vs*. um, 

fUHUMT or oar#** 




regards the liability for the first II ,< 
against damage to the vessel, me accept the assurance given in 
your letter of January 16 that the Institution or our expedi- 
tionary party. While the KAREVA is under chapter to us (April & 
to Kty 18) » would not he held responsible for aegr hull ar major 

the vessel exceeding the sum of 11 ,000 ; and, further, 
would not be held accountable for any superficial damage 
to decks, interior, or things of that sort, including ordinary 
wear and tear sad normal deterioration. 

’With this understanding the Smithsonian and its Society 
Islands Eispedition agrees to take care of the first #1,000 ©f spy 
major damage that may befall too HUHSfA While in our custody. 


I wish to thank you again in behalf of the Institution for 
nest generously given cooperation. 

Sincerely yours, 


X^^onard Cmwidiol 
Seer© tary 


HLSieek 3-11-57 



C 0 P I 


McConnaughey, James 

Rec'd March 11, 1957 

Gallons Point 


Say 




V. 1, 


not dated 


Dear fir. Seteiti t 


mm sent yo er 

t 


about 


policy, 
should 1 
reaches you fe* 
pr#su»« there 
open the letter In you r 
jfehn 9m Bsttl user# If that 



request for s, copy of the 
insurance agent, and there 
this , although Aether it 
another matter. 1 
in your office A© *411 
. It Mill com? from 
Mill help to alert them. 


lawyers wouldn’ t be doing their job If they 
weren't exacting about these matters. 

The current on the boat 1® 32 volts, although 
I Relieve 1 mentioned to you that there is one 110 volt 
outlet. He us# the HO as little as possible, as it 
drains the storage batteries pretty fast. (Incidentally, 
Reainfton makes a **i;i©und«th#»i»rld tt or some such »as*> 

adapts to 38 volt current.) 


A sealed teem headlight 
think, but can you get 
don't know. 


Ids'll be very anxious to 
on the trip, so drop us a line 
it is convenient* 


ideal, 1 should 
volt light? I 


ton you make out 
time to time, if 


In any event, good 
weather — which you're 


to you, and pleasant 
sere to have. 


Sincerely 


3 


/•/ Jiw MeGonnaughey 
Jesses McConnaughey 


Filed: SI Bredin Society Ids. Exp 


March 7, 1957 


AIR MAIL 


Mr. James McConnaughey 
The fCet t er ing-Oakwoo d Times 
2600 Far Hills Building 
Dayton 9 , Ohio 

Dear Mr. KcConnaughey : 

Have just talked with lawyer the Smithsonian calls 
on from time to time. He said all he needed to see was 
the n rider n making Smithsonian 'co-insuree. w That would 
save sending copy of policy, but guess this note is too 
late to save you the trouble. Sorry, and hang it all. 

Sincerely, 

Kaldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


VLS : eek 



Filed: McConnaughey, James 


March 5, 1957 


AIR MAIL 


Mr* James McConnaughey 
The Kettering-Oakwood Times 
2600 Far Hilis Building 
Dayton 9 , Ohio 

Dear Mr. McConnaughey* 

It nawrrains 3a y S h rin“1nlSfL” diS ‘ 

a&afAm < f or c .s *?«».. w irss^ sf 

that before too long they wil *y 0 f the steamers, 

as he Is unable to get passage for nis «ift on one oi 

he will have to start home some time before the end oi Apn±. 

k *£!&&& Ss 2 SSfrSrSSS 

irSlflVS JZt a a what of Carlson commends him to 

me beyond what we may otherwise find in Tahiti. 

Randall offer, a substitute, a Richard Stafford. He says. 

»rick owns about a US' cutter, the MERIDIAN (built, I might add, 
Dick owns aocu ^ d lm03t at the same time as the 

at the same boat Tahiti froTn Annapolis, Mary- 

MARF.VA) which ?he Navy, executive officer and navi- 

land. He was a lieutenant in _ the Hapr, third mate’s license 

gator on a destroyer during Mbrld * . _ f OT Panama (he has 

with the U. S. Marine Service and swapper ■= pap® r . e, ro i 

freighters out of Panama and once the ZACA for Errol 

skippered small freignters ouv friends in 

nym.) Ha is W; ^hSmaS, Z hss helpad ms 

collecting fishes and is willing to do the same for you. He 
knows how to use an aqualung.” 

But as Mr. Stafford is an American , he is not W earn 

money in Tahiti. Rawlall .uggaUad thati^wlt. * ^ ' Jhe 

Eft 2^3, ITZT^VU -ay -th it. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


'#,3 seek 



March U, 1957 


AB. MAIL 

Mr. James Mr. f. 

The lettering-Oakwood Times 
2600 Par Hills Building 
Dayton 9, Ohio 

Dear Mr. KcConnaughby * 

Lawyers advising this Institution have now asked if we night 
not let then see a cony of the insurance policy or policies that 
you carry’ on the MAR WA , including the rider you mention in which 
the Smithsonian is named as co-insurec . 


I regret that the matter has dragged on so long, but the 
wheels here-abouts grind slowly and it seems exceedingly fine* 

Hone this reaches you before you depart for St. Jems or that 
your secretary can get us a copy of the insurance papers in your 
absence* If there is a charge for these copies, I shall be only 
too glad to pay for the® and promptly* 

I expect to leave Washington the? evening of March 16 for Los 
Angeles 'and San Francisco , where I board the MARIPOSA on the 23rd. 
Have a couole of days' business at the Hancock Foundation in ios 
Angeles and ?t the California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco. 


I am downright glad that you had the Government experience of 
which you speak for it gave you an insight into at least some of 
our operations. The Smithsonian being a quasi-public vor government) 
institution, is perhaps all the more cautious* 


Thank you for being so understanding about it all. Hope this 
will not delay your trip to St. Johns. Ton will lore it there. 



Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Sbology 


MLS seek 


Filed* SI Bredin Society Ids. Exp 


COPT 

leiicrfBg-Oaksoed TIMES 

Tiaj«s Square.... 2?80 Far Hills Avenue. . . .Bay tea 9, Ohio 


February 25, 


Dear Dr. Schmitt* 

I know something of bureaucratic procedure , haring 
worked for the QWI for three jeer® during the war, mi sc .far, 
I»d say you're not having sore than normal troubles. 

I called ay Insurance agent to get the answer* to 
your questions. 

It works out like this* there is a separate rider 
attached to the policy to cover the period of your charter , 
and in that, the Smithsonian is named as c©~ insure©, if there 
is such a cord. In any event, he assured me that there would 
be no possibility whatsoever of the Smithsonian's being liable 
above the first $1,000. As I know my agent, and have utter 
confidence in Mm, I wouldn’t give this matter another thought 
if I vere you. he also have liability, or “all risk* coverage 
I believe it is called, up to $100,000. (It may be *200,000, 
for all I know — the point is I think you could destroy any 
dock, or boat, in the south seas for considerably less than 

that figure. ) 

Institutions have to be cautious, so don't, be 
embarrassed by the delay. I assure yon it isn't dot (ter lug 
me, and neither of us has anything to worry about in regard to 

the insurance. 

Damn i mo I wish i could go along with you. Ify 
wife- and I, as a very poor substitute, are about to take off 
for a couple of weeks at St. John's, in the Virgins, to see 
what the Meat Indies reef fish, and coral heads, and anemones * 

look like. 

Cordially , 


James UcConnaughey 



McConnaughey, James 


Big- (Pctim trinn! 

TIMES SQUARE .... 2980 FAR HILLS AVENUE .... DAYTON 9, OHIO TELEPHONE; WA 3141 




Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

I hesitate to bother you with this 
request, which is manifestly not in your department, 
but I thought you'd know who could handle this for 
me . 


It is my recollection that, many years ago, 
the Smithsonian published a booklet clarifying the 
Langley-Wright Brothers controversy, and the 
Smithsonian's role in that hassle, in so far as 
procuring the Wright plane was concerned. 

Is that booklet still in existence^ and 
if so, could I get a copy? 

We have turned up, in our neighborhood, 
some relatives of Mr. Langley, and want to do a 
feature story on them. The booklet would be 
invaluable for background information. 


How are your plans coming? If you can do 
anything for me on the above, I'd appreciate it. 


Sincerely. 



February 22 



SI Bredin Exp.— Society Ids. 
Filed: McConnaughey , James 


43ft.. 8A3I* February 21, lp$7 

Utr. Janes McConnaughey 
The Kettering-Oakwood ftees 
2600 Far Hills Building 
Dayton 9, Ohio . 

Bear Hr. McConnaughey: 

If I had ray say you would hare the promised #3,000 in hand long 
ago. Please bear with us a Few days longer as our Secretary is getting 
sons cautious or scary adrice from son© of his advisers (?), They want 
to be certain that if the vessel is damaged the insurance company would 
not sue the Smithsonian after paying you (the owner of the vessel). 

Son© of their talk la ’’Greek'* to n®, l#iat they fear is a subrogation 
clause that nay be in your insurance policy which would render the 
Institution liable for aqy or everything beyond the first #1,000 if 
the vessel is in collision, wrecked, or lost. 


A carbon of the letter that I drafted for the Secretary's sig- 
nature for sending to you with the check is enclosed. This was - : 
witten when their objections were first conveyed to ne. It is a 
good and valid document when accepted by you, but hang it all, tell 
ne something about a subrogation clause, if any. I would have eon- 
suited an insurance friend of mine, but he would, not know anything 
about the nature of your policy* Do you carry collision damage, and 
do we need it in order to escape any and all liability above the 
first 11,000? It puts me out to have to delay matters or bring up 
these questions, but Caesar’s Ghost, I mat to get things settled and 
promptly so that I can mail or have nailed to you that check. 


_ I psms you have been up against what we call bureaucrats or 
“things of that sort before. The #3,000 payment will be forth- 
coming real soon. 


Thank you for your patience and forebearanee. 

Sincerely, 


Wald© L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

End. 


St S seek 



Prom air mail letter to 2fr. James JfcConnaughey, The Kettering- 
Oakwood Times, 2600 far Hills Building, Payton 9 . Ohio, 
February 21, 1957 : 


They [the Secretary’s advisers] want to be certain that 
if the vessel is damaged the insurance company would not sue 
the Soithsonian after paying you (the owner of the vessel). 
What they fear is a subrogation clause that may be in your 
insurance policy which would render the institution liable for 
any o everything beyond the first $1,000 if the vessel is in 
collision, wrecked , or lost. 

Tell me something about a subrogation clause, if any. 

I would have coi, suited an insurance friend of mine, but he 
would not know anything about the nature of your policy. Do 
you carry' collision damage, and do we need it in order to 
escape any and all liability above the first $1,000? 



UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
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AIR MAIL 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

Was/anepton 2S, D. C. 

ITS A.. 

February Hi, 1957 


NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
CANAL ZONE BIOLOGICAL AREA 


Mr. James McConnaughey 
The Kettering-Oakwood Times 
2600 Far Hills Building 
Dayton 9, Ohio 

W(y dear Mr. McConnaughey: 


Dr. Schmitt has told me of your great helpfulness in making the 
MAREVA available to the Smithsonian's Society Islands Expedition for 
a period of about six weeks from April U to May 18. It gives us a 
very wonderful opportunity to enrich our study collections from the 
littoral of an area from which the Museum has received very little 
invertebrate material in the past. 

With this I send you our check for 13,000 in payment of the first 
month's charter of the MAREVA, which includes the use of the vessel and 
all necessary gear for running it, fuel for the charter period, and the 
services of your Tahitian sailor or caretaker, Tautu. 

As regards the liability for the first $1,000 insurance against 
damage to the vessel, we accept the assurance given in your letter 
of January 16 that the Institution or our expeditionary party, while 
the MAREVA is under charter to us (April 1* to May 18), would not be 
held responsible for any hull or major damage to the vessel exceeding 
the sum of *L ,000j and, further, that we would not be held accountable 
for any superficial damage to decks, interior, or things of that sort, 
including ordinary wear and tear and normal deterioration. 


With this understanding the Smithsonian and its Society Islands 
Expedition agrees to take care of the first $1,000 of any major damage 
that may befall the MAREVA while in our custody. 


I wish to thank you again in behalf of the Institution for your 
most generously given cooperation* 

Sincerely yours. 



Enel, 


Leonard Carmichael 
Secretary 



air mu 


Hr* 1mm McConnaughey 
The Kattering-Oakwood Times 
2600 Far Hills Building 
Dayton 9, Ohio 

J$y dear Hr. HcConnaughey : 


Br. Schmitt has told no of your great helpfulness in asking 
the MARIVA available to the Smithsonian*® Society Islands Expedi- 
tion for a period of about six weeks from April k to May 18, It 
gives us a very wonderful opportunity to enrich our study collec- 
tions from the littoral of an area from which the Museum has 


received very little invertebrate material in the past. 

Kith this 1 send you our check for 43,000 in payment of the 
first month’s charter of the MAKKVA, which includes the use of 
the vessel and all necessary gear for running it, fuel for the 
charter period, and the services of your Tahitian sailor or care- 
taker, Tautu, 


As regards the liability for the first f 1,000 insurance 
against damage to the vessel, we accept the assurance given in 
your letter of January 16 that the Institution or our expedi- 
tionary party, while the MAREVA is under charter to us (April k 
to May 18), would not be held responsible for any hull or major 
damage to tee vessel exceeding the sum of $1,000; and, further, 
that we would not be held accountable for any superficial damage 
to decks. Interior, or things of that sort, including ordinary 
wear and tear and normal deterioration. 


Kith this understanding the Smithsonian and its Society 
Islands Expedition agrees to take care of the first #1,000 of any 
major damage that may befall tee MP.fi EVA while in our custody, 

I wish to thank you again in behalf of the Institution for 
your most generously given cooperation. 

Sincerely yours, 


.Leonard Carmichael 
Secretary 

Enel. 

KLSseek 3 - 11-57 


McConnaughey , James 


February 7, 1957 


AIR MAIL 


Mr, James McConnaughey 
Ui05 Delco Dell Road 
Dayton 9 , Ohio 

Dear Mr. McConnaughey: 

I do thank you for your prompt response to my last letter, 
and I am most happy to hear that Jack Randall is not only accept- 
able to you but will also be able to serve as Captain without 
invalidating your insurance. It insures us the best possible 
set-up for the best possible returns to the National Museum in 
zoological results. 

Thank you too for the notes about storage space on the 
MAREVA and also the word about the canned goods. I am glad 
we can get everything of that sort in Tahiti. It will save a 
lot of time and lugging. As for myself, I usually live on 
the land, so to speak, wherever I go, and I am sure the rest 
of my group of younger men than myself can do likewise, and 
will do so without question. 

That first thousand dollars of insurance poses no diffi- 
culty so far as I am concerned, but I have to submit your letter 
to the next man up the line for authorization to undertake it. 

It shames me a bit that any hesitancy should arise, but I shall 
send you whatever stipulation or reservation these people want 
to make. I know it will come out all right, but there is the usual 
bureaucratic hesitancy at the moment. 

Thank you also for the reference to John Reasin. I shall 
write him shortly just as a friendly gesture, but shall wait to 
see if any need shall arise for his services. 

Thanks again for your good letter. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

MLS s eek 



COPY 

K3TTERING-OAKWOOD TIMES 

Times Square. .. .2980 Far Hills Ave. Day-ton 9, Ohio 


Feb h 

Dear Dr. Schmitts 

Let me put your mind at rest immediately on the suitability of 
Jack Randall. The fact that he has net got papers is unimportant, 
and will not affect the validity of the insurance. Experience is 
more important than papers, and he has had that in ample measure, it 
would seem. Sign him up and don't worry about it further. He will add 
considerably to the pleasure of your trip over a local captain* 

There is ample space for stores on Mareva — far more than you'll 
ever need. There is an eight-foot electric refrigerator, which needs 
a new thermostatic cut-off and which I am trying to get. It can be 
cut on and off by hand now, which is a nuisance, but at least it works. 

On deck there is an icebox which will keep ice for one week, if 
it is filled with two liO-kilo blocks. Unfortunately, Tahiti is the 
only place you can get ice, I believe, so your limit there is a week. 

I don't think it will be worth the bother to take canned goods 
with you from this country. You can usually get everything you need 
in Papeete, unless you have a preference for a certain kind of powdered 
milk, for instance, or a particular brand of canned meat. The New 
Zealand condensed milk and tinned butter is far superior to American 

<Jbt 

brands, and is usually available. 

If you want to get a supply of staples collected before you get 
there, write to John Reasin (Papeete, Tahiti) and he'll take care of 
it for you. Johnny has charge of the boat and is our closest personal 
friend down there. He and his wife, Purea, will be extremely helpful 
to you, and don't hesitate to call on them for assistance and advice. 
They can also line up a cook for you — his quality as a cook may be 
in doubt, but if he isn't seasick all the time, he can at least do most 
of the cooking and cleaning up for you, 

I know how anxious you are for information, so I'll get this off 
to you at once, and if other things come to mind, will write you later. 

Best regards. 


James McConnaughey 




AIR MAIL 


February 1, 1957 


Mr. J ernes McConnaughey 
The Ketterlng-Oakwood Times 
2600 Far Hills Building 
Dayton 9, Ohio 

Dear Mr. McConnaughey! 

I have just heard from Jack Randall. He Is available and can serve 
as captain on the MAREVA during the course of our expedition, but, as 
always, there has to be a little fly in the ointment. He does not have 
master’s papers which he did not need on his own vessel. He adds that 
he cannot secure them in Tahiti. This raises the question of insurance. 
Do you think the company in question would 0. K, him for the cruise? 

He tells me that he has sailed his own boat, a 37-foot ketch, for seven 
years, and during that time has cruised from Los Angeles to Hawaii and 
from Hawaii to Tahiti. If you are unable to get acceptable clearance 
from the insurance people we shall have to pass him up, and I would then 
ask you to see if you could get in touch with the Captain Carlson whom 
you mention in your last letter. I shall be glad to reimburse you for 
cable charges both ways. 

It goes without question that we must have a competent captain 
approved by you. I feel that Jack Randall is such a man, and, more- 
over, would be very valuable to us because of his ichthyological 
knowledge and acquaintance with the marine fauna in the islands. Of 
course, if we cannot get clearance for him, we shall have to do with- 
out him. I will abide without dissent with your decision. I am quite 
sure we will take the responsibility for the first thousand of insurance, 
but I cannot reach the Secretary because he is attending budget hearings 
which are in progress at this writing. I was in Cuba myself the previous 
week. 

One further questions Can you tell me something of the space for 
stores on the MAREVA, also refrigerator capacity? Any experience that 
you may have had in the procuring of food stuffs would be helpful. 

Would you advise taking canned goods from the States? I ask this 
because Randall writes that we may have a little difficulty in getting 
the cook we want. If it comes to the worst, we can manage on our own. 

In fact, some of us have done a bit of cooking on various camping 
trips and one member of the party did some cooking for the Army. 

I would appreciate some word from you at your early convenience. 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely, 

Waldo £. Schmitt 

Head Curator 

WLS:eek Department of Zoology 


January 18. 19 5? 


Mr. James McConnaaghey 
iiiiO? Delco Dell Bead 
Dayton 9, Ohio 

Dear Mr. McConnaughey: 

Thanks a million for your letter of the loth. 1 m 
cabling Jack Randall today and expect a prompt answer. Wien 
I hear ftrom him I will forward you the payment for the first 
month and some statement about the assumption of damages up 
to one thousand dollars. I see no difficulty in the matter, 
but, of course, have to get an O.K. from the Secretary of 
the Institution. 1 will be writing you within a few days, 

1 wish too that you were going along. 

Sincerely, 

Waldo 1. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

Seek 


COPY 


KETTERING-OAKWOOD TIMES 

Times Square. .. .2980 Far Hills Avenue 

Dayton 9, Ohio TELEPHONE: WA 312*1 


January 16 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

I see no reason why Jack Randall shouldn't 
be a happy solution to the captain problem. Since he is 
familiar with the waters , and is also an ichthyologist , he 
should be ideal. 

In case he is not available, there is a com- 
petent man there who may be available. (I don't know 
about this at the moment but could find out pretty quickly, 
I think.) He is formerly the port captain, and has had 
extensive experience as boat captain in those waters. 

He is, furthermore, probably more reliable than others 
you might pick up down there. His name is Captain Carlson, 
and he's a very pleasant guy personally. 

Let me know as quickly as possible whether 
Randall can join you. If he can't, we'll find out about 
Carlson. 


j}s for the payment, I think it would be better 
to handle all our negotiations on this side of the ocean. 

I suppose we ought to have the usual yacht charter drawn 
up, but I don't care too much about this if you don't. 

I have insurance on the boat covering everything but the 
first $1,000 in damages. You are likely to have either 
no damage, or more than this. How about a provision that 
you will be responsible for any damages up to $1,000? 

(I'm speaking of hull damage now, not superficial damage 
to the decks, interior or anything like that.) 

If you want to send $3,000 for the first month, 
that would be fine. 

Let me know if you have any other problems. 

I certainly wish I were going with you '. 

Sincerely, 


James McConnaughey 



Jami ary 10, 1957 


AIR MAH, 

grt p mwai i .wunui w 

Mr. James McConnaughey 
U*05 Delco Dell load 
Dayton 9, Ohio 

Dear Mr. McConnaughey* 

It is hard to believe that the days are going by so fast. Per- 
haps it is all anticipation on our part. First of all, I want to return 
to you the photographs and the color pictures of the MAREYA which you so 
kindly let me have. Then I want to ask, in case you have not contacted 
any one for captain of the MAREYA, whether our employing Mr. Jack 
Randall for the purpose would be agreeable to you. I have just heard 
from a amber of my staff who knew Jack Randall in Hawaii that he would 
welcome the opportunity of accompanying our expedition through the Society 
Islands . He has, as you know, his own small yacht , the MAUI, with which 
he has been cruising the Islands, and so should be quite familiar with 
conditions , engines and boats. The advantage to us if he should be avail- 
able when we arrive would be that he also is an experienced ichthyologist, 
and by this time must know native fishermen in various places. 

Do let me know when and to what extent I should make a deposit with 
you for sealing our charter of the MAREYA from April k thru May 18. 

Would you wish me to make payment to you direct or to your agent in 
Papeete? We shall be happy to accede to whatever is your wish. 

So far as I can see, there will be four of us aside from the crew 
aboard, which will give us more room and tax the vessel's accommodations 
the less. Our passage has been engaged, as I may have mentioned before, 
on the MARIPOSA sailing from San Francisco on March 23. 

As much as I would like to stop off in Dayton , I am not altogether 
sure I can arrange it or find time to do so; nevertheless , I shall always 
be indebted to you for making the MAREYA available to us and look forward 
to making your personal acquaintance here or elsewhere one of these days. 
Thanks to you , we expect to make a good haul of scientific material for 
our Museum's collections. 

My best to you and yours for the New Tear. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
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of invertebrate sarin# life from islands which w© might otber- 
er see • and fro® which the Rational Museum has nothing 

in its collections. 

I regret that we cannot get off earlier or stay longer 
than too period to which we are restricted by the steamer 
sailings * April h to May 18. fou do not need to ask if we are 
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McConnaughey, James 


AIR MAIL 


October 23, 1956 


Mr. James McConnaughey 
The Kettering-Oakwood Times 
2600 Far Hills Building 
Dayton 9, Ohio 

Dear Mr. McConnaughey: 

Just a word of acknowledgement of your letter of October 
18. You are a man after my own heart. Wish we were going 
together . 

As soon as our Secretary, Dr. Carmichael, returns about 
November 9, from a quickie trip to some European museum meetings, 
we shall be in a position to sign up whatever contract or simi- 
lar form that you may require. I cannot begin to tell you how 
much your making the MAREVA available to us is appreciated at 
this end. She certainly is a wonderful and trim little craft. 

We shall, no doubt, need to ask you to recommend us a 
captain. You may have the names of men who have served you 
before and who would be willing to take over for usj likewise, 
the matter of the cook. Otherwise, we shall depend upon Jack 
Randall and your good friends, the Kell urns. 

It’s a small world. The recently retired Librarian of 
your Dayton Public Library, William J. Hamilton, is an old 
friend of mine. He and his wife spent last week-end with us, 
and he has told us something of you, your Weekly, and of your 
wife and her writings. You are indeed active folks. Please 
let me have the titles of Mrs. McConnaughey • s books and pub- 
lishers' names. 

Good luck to you both. 



Sincerely, 


> Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
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Oct. 18 


Dear Mr. Schmitt: 

let's both start tomorrow! 

Enclosed are a few snapshots and a blueprint 
of the layout. Will you please return these (eventually), 
as it is the last blueprint I have. 

berths 

There are , as you can see , two Katiiixx forward , 
but one is pretty short. (Your cook will probably be short.) 
Then in the main cabin, the dinette breaks down to a double 
bunk, and the bunk in the wheelhouse is probably where 
the captain will sleep. 

The shower is fresh water, and the fresh water 
tanks hold 400 gallons. Usually, you can water up in most 
of the islands, but 400 gallons lasts a long time if the 
cook uses a little care in the galley. Watch him. Most 
of them are used to washing dishes under a running tap, and 
this, on a boat, is murderous, of course. It is imperative, 
in my book, to turn off one tank before you start, so that 
you can't run completely out of water by any chance. (Each 
tank holds 200 gal.) The sailor, a genial Polynesian by the 
name of Tautu, understands all this, and everything else 
mechanical on the boat. 

By the way , I am under the uneasy impression that 
I included the captain's salary in the price quoted. If so, 
this was in error. The price includes sailor and fuel. The 
captain will not be a large item — perhaps &300 a month, but 
that can be negotiated. 

You do not need a second sailor. There is an 
automatic pilot on board which relieves the chore of 
steering on your long runs, and another man would be a 
nuisance. Captain, sailor and cook are ample crew. 

The stove is alcohol, gravity feed, (for safety) 
and works very well. It is gimhhlled. The wheelhouse ice 
box will hold ice for one week with normal, and even abnormal 
use, and the electric refrigerator will take care of your 
foodstuffs that are perishable. The bunks are all foam rubber 
mattresses, with sennet springs and very comfortable. There 
are two fishing chairs, a dinghy, of course, and a good 
swimming ladder. Everything about the boat is in tip-top 

shape , and new . 
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The engine, a G-M 471, was installed in 1954, as was the 
generator, stove, sink, refrigerator, and all other 
mechanical and electric accessories. The sails are 
either '54 or '55, dacron, and the /standing rigging was 
replaced last year. In other words, the boat is as sound 
as it is possible to make it — it was completely overhauled 
and refitted by Grebe's shipyard in Chicago in early *54 — 
and in new condition. 

A few statistics. Length overall, 55’; water line, 51' 
draught, 6', beam, 14' 6" tonnage, 24. Elee tricity, 32 volt 
(There is one 110 outlet, in the wheelhouse, for the phonograph, 
electric razors, etc.) 

We’ll get a contract form together later, but don't 
worry about the availability of the boat — you can count 
on it. 


Let me know what else you want in the way of 
information, and I'll try to send it along. 


Sincerely , 



/ 


f 


I 


James McConnaughey 

P.S. Thanks for sending along your publications. They 
are most interesting, and I'm glad to have them. 
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Waldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, 25, D. C. 


hear Mr. Schmitt: 




Sorry I won't be in Tahiti to go along on the 
biological survey, because it sounds very interesting. 
Anemones are fascinating things to watch through a face 
mask, almost more interesting to me than the fish. 

I can see no reason why Mareva couldn't be made 
available for you for the period you mentioned. She will 
be going down to Raivatfae in January, and probably back 
there sometime during the summer (this for a Peabody Museum / 
project ) . 


Mareva should be ideal for your project. How 
much do you know about her? I hesitate to launch into 
details if you're already pretty well acquainted with the 
boat, but if not, let me know and I'll give you the full 
treatment. She carries enough fu&l to cruise 1,400 miles 
under power, and she will sail up wind. 

The charter price to you would be $3,000 per month, 
and would include captain and sailor, and fuel.V The problem 
of getting a capable captain is always with us, but could 
be done with enough advance notice, I think. 


I know how difficult it is to make arrangements 
from Washington for a field trip beginning in Tahiti, 
and I'll be glad to help in any way I can. 

Let me know what other information you need, 
and I'll send it along to you. 



James McConnaughey 




McConnaughney, James 


AIR MIL October 3, 19$6 

Mr. James McConnaughey 
14*0$ Belco Bell load 
Dayton 9, Ohio 

Dear Mr. McConnaughey: 

The Smithsonian is hoping to conduct a little biological survey 
of the marine invertebrate fauna of the Society Islands. There are 
quite a number of the lower forms of animal life that have not been 
subject to intensive systematic study, and among them are the fleshy 
and little flower -like animals known as sea anemones , also the Crus- 
tacea, the shrimps and crabs of their relatives. Though well-known 
from the islands by their commoner species , they must be present 
through the reefs and along the shores of the several islands that 
have not yet been discovered or closely studied. It is our hope to 
put a specialist on sea anemones and one interested in Crustacea in 
the islands this next April and May if we can find - a charter boat 
for a period of about six weeks. I have written in various directions 
to locate one that might be available in the islands between the l*th 
of April and the 18th of May. In the course of my correspondence , I 
was so fortunate as to get in touch with Er. Jack Randall of the Yacht 
MAUI, who is making a study of the reef fishes. He suggested that you 
might be willing to charter your yacht , the KAREVA, to us for that 
period. 

The Smithsonian party will consist in all of five people, a 
photographer, a recorder, and general assistant, the marine biologists 
mentioned above, one for Crustacea, the other for the coelenterates, 
and perhaps also a botanist whose chief interest is ferns. That part 
of t he plant life on the higher islands or the higher parts of the 
several islands has been little studied, and it is believed that there 
too we can obtain a lot of valuable scientific information. 

I hope that my writing to you comes in an opportune time and that 
you may be able to let us have the use of your yacht for the period 
specified. If possible, will you not quote me a charter fee and also 
tell me what it would include? Any assistance or suggestions that you 
could give us would be keenly appreciated. It is very difficult for 
us here in Washington to make arrangements so far afield , and there- 
fore, I would be all the more grateful to you for whatever help you 
could extend us. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

WLS leek 
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AIR MIL 

Dr. " Irene McCulloch 


July 20, 19$6 


9$3 West 30th St. 

Los Angeles 7 , Calif, 

Dear Miss McCulloch* 

lour July 7 letter does relieve iae greatly, I am glad that 
September before you try to start the ball rolling. 


it may be 


Just yesterday I had a call from OMR. Oar proposal®, though a bit 
steeper than anticipated, have merit and should be underwritten without fail. 
However, the key figure in AID will not be backed until mid-August, so every- 
thing -will have to be held in abeyance until then, nevertheless, much hope has 

been expressed that we shall be able to present that with an acceptable pronosi 
tion. ' * 


It is a funny thing* we are in the businessof doing the vary thing that 0!IR 
is trying to promote in this instance bat for which, as an institution, we cannot 
secure Congressional appropriations. On the other hand, if a defense agency or 
AEG approves our project, it will be prime evidence that it is of significance 
and of real value. Once proved up in this fashion, the Smithsonian Institution 
would be able to take over the project at the end of the first 3 years and on its 
own secure the necessary funds making it a permanent affair. To think that one 
has to go at it in such a roundabout fashion. As goes the old saying , "the 
longest way .round is often the shortest way home.* 5 Once launched, and with a 
reasonably successful year behind it, the project would cooperate with or at 
least encourage similar undertakings elsewhere. It would be foolish to work up 
the south central Pacific material without regard to that which so well repre- 
sents the eastern Pacific and the Galapagos Island area-— the Hancock collections. 
As you opine, we do not seek a vessel. We hope to put our major efforts on work* 
ing up and reporting upon collections already made and in prospect. There would 
be only enough field work to facilitate study and the revision of groups and to 
produce related data that the supporting agencies felt entitled to, 

Hit ioraainif er a in the beginning would form a no insignificant part of the 
whole undertaking. At present , however , it is ’’fishes,* "larger invertebrates* 
and “plankton* which latter would include the microscopic forms. Loeblich will 
be in the field another two weeks at least. He left more than a week ago. When 
he returns I shall talk for am plates to big again. 

The for d people, with all their millions, should condescend to do a bit of 
systematic work. 

Re that needed library addition, with your urging and your help the Uni- 
versity should be able to persuade the Doheny heirs to do a bit more for that 
fine manorial. The Government anyway will take as much or more in taxes frost 
them than the addition will ever cost. 

I am sorry that we are situated so farapart, but I hope to write you soon 
again, I intend, to keep .you posted as to developments because our two proposals 
are so closely a*cin. The systematic work we have in mind will make more headway 
if we mrk together than if we work separately. 

^Thft best of luck to you and your ideas. Remember me to Sr. Baery, % 
would have enjoyed seeing him. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt, Head Curator, 
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February 7, 1957 


Mr. ; rnest «. May 
R, . ffe. 1 
WLlsiagtea , Delaware 

Bear .let 

It goes without saying that I had one of the most wonderful 
tines I ever experienced at Xanadu, lords fail *e when I try to 
write about it. I owe a lot to Brace for that invitation, as you 
have also told w», but, to tell the truth, I owe something to you 
all, that Mr. Irfaie was willing to have m down and treated m so 
royally. It is a marvelous place, and fro® ay point of view as an 
invert. ©brat e sooloaisw, a remarkably rich one, I hate to soy it, 
but I would like to get a chance to do a little off-shore dredging 
both within and without the peninsula on which Xanadu Is located. 
Already John Finley has turned up soar w*y rare and remarkable 
shells, and I think of the whip and fan corals there wist be, equally 
remarkable things awaiting "capture. '* shall see how it -orks oat 
but right flow we are busy getting tilings together for Sruec * s South 
Sea Expedition. There will be a vacant berth on board, and I hope 
that either you or he will consider occupying it for part of the 
cruise. It is not so far by air even though one has to go by way of 

yyi. 

Things seen to be stacking up in a very nice way. We have a 
young yachtsman who is studying fishes in faaiti as uaptaio^and 
that will add greatly to our collections* There is nothing like 
having & wan who 'knows the islands and who indeed has visited most 
of then in a mailer craft than' we will have. The M If belongs to 

a Mr. James KcCcnnaughey of Dayton, Ohio. It is a handsome new 
actor sailer, 55 feet over-all* with acoocnedstioiM for live ues*des 
the crew, two deckhands, and the captain. 

Another reason for writing you at this tine is to pass on a 
paragraph that gives you a further and perhaps a last worn on our 
friend G. I^nsan Carroll so far as the San Megs' ■ o is concerned. 
This , too , like the other material , i will ask you v,o treat as ^ 
confidential , or, if you do have to use it, please do so with dis- 
cretion. Here it is* 

"As a follow up I thought you would b® interested to know 
that 0. l^wan Carroll called me from Dos Angeles on the ®or»- 
ing of Monday, January 28th. This was not a friendly* call. 

He indicated that he was most disturbed about a latter i had 


* 


2 

witter, in hi* ttti apparently * the It ,r written 

to oar friends in Indonesia. He stated that on the strength 
of ay letter he was deprived of the opportunity to receive 
permits for the collection and importation of twenty-four 
orange tans. I explained to him that ay letter in no maimer 
helped or injured his position? that he could not receive such 
permits anyway. luring the course of the conversation he made 
it plain that' he Mi I wss liable for defamation of 9 mrm%er 
mid ’ that ha intended suing me. I mad© It clear to Sr. Carroll 
that la none of our correspondence had we condemned Mas &$ a 
person, but Merely stated, and strongly, that he was not, end 
would not be, a representative of our Society. w 

How is Tom and where is he at this writing? Hr. Irinm. is very 
proud of To® and several times, in the course of entertaining dif- 
ferent people , he told about Tom’s buying caviar with Ms rubles. 

It Makes a good story, and Hr. Ir&a&e likes to tell it. So, all is 
all, the Carroll episode did not work out so badly, but 1 a® glad you 
and Tom came clear of hi» without any complications. 

Here is hoping to see you whenever you can make it, down this 
way again. Best ever to yon and yours. 

Sincerely, 


tfeldo I. Scbaitt 
Bead Curator 
Bepartw? nt of Zoology 



at u«k 




THE NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 


Smithsonian Institution 

Washington 9, D. C. 


has received from 

Dr. Waldo L.. Schmitt 



One coconut crab 



and gratefully acknowledges the contribution to its 
collection. 


T . H . Reed, Acting 


Director 


6/7/5 7_ 

Date 


STFU-64 

6-55 





Natua, Miss A. 
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AIR LETT® July 10, 1956 

Miss A. Matua 
Curator, The Museun 
Papeete, Tahiti 
fteeaacfc Oceania 

Dear Mss Satua* 

Robert Harry, ichthologiat with the Vanderbilt Foundation at 
Stanford University, gava m year name m the person who could be of 
stoat help to us in Tahiti. 

A friend of this institution is contemplating a three-month or so 
trip to the Society Islands for the purpose of collecting specimens of 
invertebrate marine animals, efeiefly crustaceans. there would be per- 
haps four or five of us in the party with sees collecting fear, tanks, 
vials , bottles, nets, and traps. 

The natter ©f transportation among the islands at present is ow 
greatest pro bias* Are there any suitable about for charter" 

If you know of any, I would appreciate some ^ford regarding; thsss, charter 
rates particularly, and the accomodations available. I hope this will 
not give you too such trouble. 


I hms reed George T. Eggleston’s ’“Tahiti,* and from his informs- 
live book gather that the aoet favorable weather falls in the months 
from April to Augusts also that most needed supplies, especially 
earned food, can be bought in Papeete , and that we would need to bring 
little el-se other than ourselves and our collecting outfit. Getting 
to Tahiti by air is more round-about, and, if anything, more expensive 
than going by the Matson line. Die latter takes all of 11 days from 
San Francisco, but, at the same time, would enable one to bring his 
collecting gear along on the same vessel. 

If no yachts are available for charter, I would need to ask you 
something about inter- island transportation. I suppose if one is 
patient enough that an island freighter or copra boat would take you 
meat anywhere. I realise that the accomodations they would offer 
would be rather meager, but we are not looking for ease and confort, 
just transportation from piece to place. Whatever information you can 
give is© would be most keenly appreciated, and of the specimens we collect 
we would be happy to turn over a named set to your Museum so far as dupli- 
cates war© available. Of course, this we could, not do immediately but as 
soon as they were identified and reported upon we would be free to share 
them with you. 

1 hope you will forgive me for asking you these several questions, 
but hope you can spare us a little tine to give us some hints or clues 
as to what we might aspect in the way of transport. 

% and Dr. Harry's kindest regards to you. 

Sincerely, 



Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 
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AXE MIL August 29, 19% 

w *Mmmm**n "■ 


Pacific Islands Transport Line 
U32 California St. 

San Francisco U, Calif. 

Gentlemen i 

Gan you let me have a schedule of the sailings of 
your ships from Tahiti to San Francisco for next spring 
If you can tell »e this fax- in advance? I shall arrive 
in the islands some time in Ifareh, and would like to 
depart again toward the end of April, Co you think it 
would be possible lx? get passage around the first of 

May for 1 , 2, 3 , it or 5 people? 

Sincerely, 

Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

sLA ;eek 


Paddy, Mrs. Mary M« 


November 28, 1956 

Mrs. Mary ML Paddy 
International Travel Dept. 

Automobile Association of America 
1712 G St. 8 . V. 

Washington , B. C. 

Bear Mrs. Paddy: 

Here are those Tahiti folders I mentioned to you. I had more 
of the larger green ones, but cannot now put my hands upon them. 

If you need another, I shall start hunting. 

Thank you for your kindnesses to Mr. Teague and myself the 
other day. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

WLSieek 


Enel* 
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torch 1U, 1957 


AIR MAIL 

% . Jr - - -vr ' 

Mr. John Bott Infer 
131 K. Ludlow St. 

Bay ton , Ohio 

Dear Mr. Bsttingers 

You were most kind and prompt with the insurance 
policy and the follow-up note re Lloyd's acceptance of 
the endorsement immediately upon its signing by to. 
McConnaughey. I would appreciate word from you when 
this has been accomplished. 

_ • _ : ^ v ’ ■ . .. _ - . ' 

Although I am leaving this week-end for the Vest 
Coast , my secretary will see that your notification of 
the event roaches the appropriate Smithsonian Institu- 
tion file. 

Thank you again for your so freely given assistance 
in this matter . 

Sincerely , 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

MLS teak 
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3X1 Talbott Bldg. 
131 R. Ludlow St, 
Dayton ?, Ohio 


March 11, 195? 


Hr. *aldo L. Schmitt 

Head Curator, Department of Zoology 

Sminthsonian Institute 

Halted Stat s National Museum 

Washington ?5, R, C, 

Dear Mr. Schmitt: 

Enclosed is copy of hull coverage and P & I Insurance on the Yacht 

“Kareva* owned by James P. McConnaughey, Please return the 

policy to us when you are through with it so that our flies will be 
complete. 

We have prepared an endorsement showing the Smithsonian 
Institute a® an additional assured, and upon approval of Bhderwriters 
and Mr. KcOonnaughey , this endorsement will be forwarded to you. 


Very truly yours, 


/s/ John Pot finger 
John rbt linger 


«?py 01 endorsement is enclosed, 


JP/m 


CC Mr. James P. McConnaughcy 
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March 12 , 1957 


AIR MAIL 

pmnn.iiit i ir mtni wrin • mr 

Dr. Jack Randall 
Yacht U NANI B 
Papeete, Tahiti 

Dear Dr. Randall* 

There was one thing I failed to mention in my last letter 
or two to you, and that is the alcohol. I have never heard from 
Mr. Bres or should we get in touch with some one else. A Mr. 
Jacques Barrau passed through here not so long ago on his way 
to France. He is with the South Pacific Commission at Boumea, 
and he gave me the name of Dr. H. Jacquier • Pharmacies , Papeete, 
Tahiti. I would like to buy ray alcohol from the man who recom- 
mends it not only because the price is reasonable but because 
you have been dealing with him. It seems to me that if I go to 
the pharmacists I shall have to pay considerably more. We will 
be sunk if we cannot get alcohol. 

About the traps which I wanted to mention before. By all 
means have your friend make several for us. We will pay him 
or you when we get down there. 

So far. no captain, but there has not been time to hear from 
Mr. McConnaughey. He, by the way, has gone off on a short trip 
to. St. John in the American Virgin Islands. 

I hope all is going well with your wife, I am looking forward 
to seeing you folks in the next few weeks. 1 am glad your plans 
will permit you to stay over until we get there. Best of luck. 

Sincerely , 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

WLSseek 



AIR MAIL 


March 6, 1957 
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Dr. Jack Randall 
Yacht *NANI" 

Papeete, Tahiti 

Dear Dr. Randalls 

I am downright sorry that you will be unable to be captain of 
the MAREVA for us for our little cruise among the islands. I am 
much intrigued by what you say about Dick Stafford and wish that we 
might be able to sign him on without further ado , but I am afraid it 
is too late to try to make arrangements with the authorities for a 
waiver. I have therefore written to Mr. McConnaughey to see if he 
can still contact the Captain Carlson of whom he spoke. Should 
Carlson be unavailable, we shall have to take our chances on getting 
Stafford after we arrive in Papeete. It is possible that a personal 
plea to the officials or else one rendered through the American Con- 
sul in Noumea to the Governor might give us the opportunity of taking 
Stafford along as skipper. He is just the man we want, but we cannot 
risk coming down in the face of possible refusal on the part of the 
French authorities. 

You mention Reasin as having lined up a native captain. We 
alight consider that as a very last resort if we cannot get what we 
want. It seems to me that his man would have to be a very reliable 
man, for otherwise he might alienate McConnaughey* a interest in him 
and in his business. The matter of cook is still open, but I refuse 
to be worried about that . We can do our own cooking in a pinch, and 
I am asking Tom Bowman, who did a tour of duty as a second Army cook, 
to draw up a list of supplies that we should stock — any suggestions 
that you can make in that direction would be welcome. Will get them 
from you when w© see you. 

I am sorry to hear of your Customs difficulties. Personally, 
most Customs officials are fine people, but when it comes to interpret 
ing and enforcing the laws, I find among them some of the most diffi- 
cult individuals in the world • 

To your wife and to you I extend my congratulations. I am a 
great believer in large families though I did not have one nyself . 

My daughter has three, and I hope she will have a fourth one before 
too long. Nothing ties folks together more than a “crowd” of little 
children. With all the anxieties, responsibilities, troubles, din 
and shouting, youngsters have their moments of compensation which make 
up for everything else. I hope that someboc^y will disembark in 
Tahiti releasing a berth for taking her home. You never can tell, 
and maybe you and your friends can pull enough wires so that you can 
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get her aboard one of the liners. 

We are leaving the end of next week for the West Coast, where we 
haw a few days "business*’ before the MARIPOSA sails. I am looking 
forward to seeing you, and a® most happy to learn that you probably 
will remain in Papeete for a few days following our arrival, lour 
confidences regarding some of the folks in Tahiti are appreciated and 
respected. Mr. McConnaughey 1 s deck hand is tops I understand, and I 
m glad to have the corroborative word from you. Too bad we are not 
having you on our cruise. 

The best of luck to you and Mrs. Randall, all good wishes. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


WLSs ek 
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AIR ma February 27, 19 $7 

Br. Jack Randall 
lacht "SAMI" 

Papeete, Tahiti 

Bear Dr. Randalls 

Do set ay mind at ease— I am afraid you are out at sea again, 
and I did want to hare a definite acceptance of the captaincy of 
the *MA$EVk* for our cruise, upon which I wanted to write you sore 
about the alcohol and also stores for the trip, 

Gan we buy what we need la Papeete, or should we bring several 
cases of this or that with us? Chuck Cu trees seem to be particularly 
concerned about milk and fruit juices. These things and others can 
be bought in Sari Francisco and Honolulu if we know in time, but ray 
feeling is you are living on something and so are the rest of the 
inhabitants of at least Tahiti , and there are plenty of whites among 
them. 

What I am most concerned about is alcohol. That too we can buy 
as you have bem buying, but what of quantity? I wrote Mr. Ires, send- 
ing you a carbon, but 1 have not heard from either of you regarding 
it* Tahiti 'is & long way off, and could that letter have missed out? 

Can you get an answer back before we leave here on March 16-17 
for San Francisco? If necessary, cable us collect (or prepaid) and 
I shall reimburse you when I see you. 

And Mrs. Randall and the matter of cooking? As I said before, 

I do not want to tempt her to do what she thinks is the wrong thing , 
but we would be most acceptable, and, of course , in that circum- 
stance, you would both share the two-berth cabin. I would assume 
you realized that and that that would require no mention on ray part. 

if for some reason you should not be free to skipper the w MARE7A !t 
1 should know at once, wireless or cable. Although Mr, McConnaughey 
is most happy to entrust the n MAEEVA tt to you, he did suggest an aiterna 
tive, a Captain Carlson, a former port captain. He did not say where 
he was located , Papeete or elsewhere , but he did say he wanted to 
know as soon as possible about the need for him. 

Well, here’s hoping all is well with you and yours, that the 
alcohol will be available, n stores“ and fruit juices, and milk for 
Cutress, and that Mrs. Randall will not be making a move that she 
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does not too folly approve in going as cook and letting yon go as 
captain. 

I®s, here's hoping with all say heart. 

Sincerely, 


WLSieek 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Oarator 
Department of Zoology 
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February ?, 1957 

AIR MAIL 

Dr. Jack Randall 
lacht »MJiI* 

Papeete, Tahiti 

Dear Dr. Randall : 

Three cheers for everybody * 1 . I have just received word from Mr, 
McConnaughey that everything is in order so far as your being Captain 
of the KAREVA for our cruise is concerned. As you will see from the 
enclosed copy of his letter, there should be no question about the 
insurance. Yes sir, I feel good all over when I know that you will 
be with us, and that brings up the matter of cook again. I have 
absolutely no objection or hesitancy about accepting your wife, if 
she is willing, and cares to come, but, as I have said before, I do 
not want to break up her family life so far as the little girl is 
concerned. In any case, I shall have to call upon both of you for 
some advice as to what we need to get in the way of stores, Mr. 
McConnaughey said if I want to do any advance ordering I should get 
in touch with Johnny Rea sin, who probably is well known to you, inas- 
much as he is in charge of the MAREVA. 

Before I forget it, in accepting you, we are taking you on your 
minimum figure of $500 a month . 

Now, as to the collecting of fishs I would like to make a reason- 
able collection of fishes and would like to count on you to take charge 
of that phase of our work, or at least to assist with it. I saw Bob 
Harry for a few minutes the other day when he passed through here. I 
gather that he still has a great interest in whatever fish you are 
collecting for him, and so did not pursue the idea of possibly taking 
over what had been left on your hands, or discussing the financial 
arrangements that he had made with regard to them. Please rest 
assured that was not mentioned, but he is still keen for your fishes. 

I mentioned that we did not expect to duplicate the collections for 
the purpose of competing with him on a report of the fishes of the 
area. My interest as a Museum man would be to have a good representa- 
tion here no matter who makes the report , and I told Bob that if he 
were willing we would be glad to have him undertake a report of our 
fishes along with his own (meaning those that you had collected for 
him) . I am not one for competing with a man in his own field and area. 

Now, what do we need to bring along for fish collecting? Schultz 
says 2-10 gallon tins rotenone concentrate. Isn't that far too much 
for the few weeks that we will be in the islands? I tell you frankly, 

I cannot set an itinerary, but what I would like to do is to go to the 
less visited island, places where we can either extend ranges or estab- 
lish records which are relatively undisturbed by "traffic". Just off- 
hand, I would guess that one-half of our time would be spent in cruising. 
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getting from place to place . This would leave us scarcely more than a 
week in the vicinity of each of three islands or more, if we cut down 
our sojourn on any one of them. I thought we could best work this out 
after we met up with you, but I would be very happy to abide by any 
itinerary that you map out, unless one of the other of us digs up some 
very pertinent reason why we should go to this or that island, perhaps 
an old type locality, if there is such about. 

I do not believe I have given you the final personnel of the expedi- 
tion. There have been a few shifts and changes. There will be* Dr* 
Harald A. Rehder , curator of mollusks? Dp. Thomas E. Bowman, who works 
on the copepod, isopods and amphipods , in the division of marine inverte- 
brates! and Charles E. Cutress , who is looking after sea anemones, 
other co el enters tee and invertebrat es in general. I will do what 1 can 
to increase the take of Crustacea. 

What about native traps? In Cuba , from whence I just recently 
returned , I found John Finley, a very ardent collector of shells, 
using a woven rattan trap with which, in 60 fathoms , he got some very 
remarkable shells . I would like to employ similar traps in the islands. 

I have enclosed a sketch of what he constructed for himself and wondered 
if thereis anybody available who could fabricate a few similar ones. 

I would like to have a half-dozen, if not too expensive. list knowing 
what the natives use for floats, I shall bring along a few seine corks. 
Finley usually leaves his traps out over night , perhaps even for a day 
or two. These traps do not retain shrimps or crabs which move about 
with greater facility than the mollusks. For the former I would like 
to have some sort of a cylindrical trap with a funnel in each end, some- 
thing through which crabs or shrimps could pass but not re-pass. For 
baits, there has been recommended to me the canned cat food, "Puss-'if- 
Boots 15 . I plan to bring a case along. One just perforates the can and 
leaves it in the trap* 

Any suggestions that you might have as to gear that we should 
bring from the States, please pass on at your early convenience! also 
any other questions that you may have about us for the expedition. 

Mr. McCcnnaughey must be a wonderful fellow. I hope I may meet 
him one of these days. Here is looking forward to the trip. 

Jfy kindest regards and best wishes to you, your wife, and the 
youngster. 

Sincerely, 


Incl* 

WuS;aek 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
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February 1, 195? 

AIR MAIL 

m m I «wr ' II i mt rn W I >v wfr* ow n. 

Dr. Jack Randall 
Yacht "NANI" 

Papeete , Tahiti 

‘ . ; ’ • ' • . * ' - . . i • • 

Dear Dr. Randalls 

Thank you for your two letters of January 19 , January 26. I 
have just written to Mr. McConnaughey, asking if he would secure 
clearance from the insurance company so that we might employ you as 
captain. We shall meet your minimum figure, although I will be frank 
to say that I think the skippering the "Tl ¥EGA" is a much greater 
responsibility. Isn't she that large schooner yacht that takes these 
luxury parties through the South Pacific? However, I do understand 
your research responsibilities and that you would have to be tempted 
away from them. I am prepared to engage you forthwith provided Mr. 
McConnaughey and his insurance company give their approval. Definitive 
arrangements will have to await word from him. 

Here is hoping that in the interim you may be able to charter or 
find a purchaser for the "NANI” . It is too bad you may have her on 
your mind while with us. 

One last remark: I note that you are not anxious to make any fur- 
ther large collection of fishes, but we would like to count on you for 
help in collecting whatever we can get in the way of marine life, and 
that will include some fishes, I hope. 

From what you say, the problem of cooking is still with us. If 
the worst comes to the worst, we shall do our own and maybe fare nearly 
as well. Tom Bowman , whom I am hoping to sign up — he is our copepod , 
isopod, and amphipod man — served for a time as second cook in the Army, 
He is, therefore, quite a competent cook and good baker. I would not 
expect him to work full time as cook, but, certainly, we should not 
suffer as the result of his special skills. I can well appreciate 
your wife's reluctance, and my sympathies are wholly with that little 
girl of yours. I am sure your wife would be as unhappy away from her 
as the little girl would be away from her mother. 

Schultz is never reluctant to get hold of a good series of fishes, 
and, strictly speaking from our Museum's point of viaw, the more the 
merrier. If we did not particularly need them for our study collec- 
tions, they make wonderful exchange material. Leonard has done a great 
deal in that direction with his Bikini fishes. It is true that his 
problem, like that of the rest of us, is lack of storagespace, but we 
have the authorization and initial appropriation for a new museum 
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building that will relieve part of the congestion in this establishment , 
and also the promise of wings doubling the present capacity of the Nat- 
ural History Building. 

I do hope we can get everything worked out the way we want it. I 
am not adverse to your wife acting as cook , ii can work it out, but 
I do not like to go counter to her wishes of your getting away from 
Tahiti at the earliest possible moment. Gosh, X wish you could sell the 
"NANI’* as is right now. But wait a moment, we have first to hear from 
Mr. McConnaughey. I have asked him for a prompt reply. 

X have dropped a line to Mr. Bros re tne alcohol— —English d-. Sxt 
cony enclosed. I am having it put into French but won’t be able to get 
the translation before Monday A. K. Yes, I'd want at least 150 liters. 
We usually use a lot of it for our invertebrates. 

Good luck and best wishes to the three of you, a little hug for the 
little girl. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

Enel. 

- ■ . 
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Yacht N a ni 
Papeete, Tahiti 

Jan. 19, 1957 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 


Head curator, 
U. S„ National 
Washington 25, 


Dept, of Zoology 
Museum 
D. C., USA 


W.LS. 


JAM 2 8 my 


Dear Dr. Schmitt, 

I came in from 4>orea to Papeete yesterday just^ to catch 
the mail. There are some very important letters, long overdue that 
I thought for sure would arrive 5 "but they did not. However I did 
receive your letter and there is time for " e to get off a quick 
reply to you via the same plane. 

Unfortunately I cannot give you a definite answer 
regards my availahlility as skiooer on "Mareva". Had I received 
two of the important letters I mentioned, I would be in a better 
position to give an answer,.. One of the correspondents^ rom whom I 
expected a letter was OH ’oss. :, il wrote about last °entember tnat 
he ' had a talk with Smith, and he thought it would be possible to 
"renegociate" my starting date (which is now set at June 1 , i'H'h. 

I immediately wrote and requested a delay to Sent. 1 - primarily o 
give me time to adequately complete the many phases of my research 
which I hawe begun and, equally important, to give me time to sail 
my boat to California to sell her, if the need arises as it looks 
like it will. Suspecting that Oil's letter might have gone astray 
(as one of his prior letters did) 1 wrote again requesting a rapid 
reply. The second correspondent who failed to reoly was an.M.D,^ in. 
Hawaii who had expressed an interest in buying "Nani" here in Tahiti. 

Any chance of your wielding your influence at the marine 
lab to arrange for my arrival there as late as Sept. 1 : i-ou could 
mention that I will be of assistandeto your expedition here in j-ahiti 
(which I will be whether I become your skinner or not). -f 1 am 
unable to sell my boat he^e and have to be in Miami by June 1 , I shall 

have to leave in March. 

As for the question of pay ... 1 would not be willing to 
accent $300 a month. By T a hitain standards this may be adequate 
nay (although I do know that the skipper of the schooner Te ve|a 
which is in Papeete now and has largely a Tahitian crew draws^ 1 5 00 
a month), but it is not sufficient to lu^e me from my researcn in 
Moorea. My minimum would be 500 a' month. 

Preston Moore had asked that 1 inform Him (he is now in 
San Francisco) when I heard that the charter of areva was definite. 

I wrote to tell him that the charter seemed to be going through, and 
I just had a letter from him stating that chances of his participation 

are unlikely. 

I fully understand that it would be very awkward for 
you to cancel with McConnaughey at this time. r here is also no 
question but that "Mareva" would be a better boat because of her 
larger size. My offer to charter "Nani" was offered as a substitute 
in case the " M areva" deal did not work out. 




UW 


,c. 


I am not personally anxious to make any large collection of 
fishes. Since my arrival I have devoted a large percentage of 
my time amassing an enormous collection for Bob Harry of the Geo. 
Vanderbilt Foundation at Stanford (for which I expected, to be well 
raid, but for which I've received only a counle of hundred dollars.. 
I had counted on Bob to heln tide me over. I have been trying to 
stretch the one Yale~Bishon Mus. fellowshin for an entire two years 
and not finding it easy) . My guess is that Leonard will not be 
anxious for another large collection from the Pacific. When I 
was last there he was faced with the large task oi* cataloging 
collections from Fiji, xiaottsqp ?alaus, and Arnhemland, in addition 
to the old Albatross material which is still not on the shelves 
in its entirety. I might add that I have already s ent the Fish 
Division a b~ut four small collections from here, largely things 
like oarrotfishes that I knew were wanted. I do not intend to 


publish any faunal study of the fishes of Tahiti 
Bob Harry will do ultimately. 


This, I nresume 


A good, resnonsible cook may be even more difficult to find than 
a cantain. "Te Vega" has yet to find one here or in Hon -lulu. But 
I think there would be some of average caliber available, and by 
average I don't mean resnonsible. If there is one universal bad 
trait of the oouulation here (es% the Tahitians), it is the lack u 
of same. One of the first French words I learned here was demain . 
But I am rambling. ... if I were to end un as skinner, it might be 
possible to talk my wife Helen into going along as cook, but I have 
my doubts. She excells at cooking and, of course, is used to cooking 
on boats, but there is the problem of our 3 year old daughter who 
was most miserable when her parents left her for three weeks last 
fall in the care of a Tahitian family on Moorea. 


I neglected to mention tkxt a counle of other things that could 
interfere with my being available to you. Bob Harry wrote about 
two months ago inquiring of the possibility of chartering Nani, but 
has not written again in spite of my writing him an encouraging 
letter. Two Belgian snearfishermen considered chartering N a ni for 
a month to the Tuamotus for 'TO a day. That was a month ago and 
I have heard nothing further. My guess is ^hat neither party was 
very serious. 


May I inquire as to what you have in mind for itinerary? Just 
the Society Islands? 

I forgot to say that I do not have masters papers (something 
I dont need when I captain my own vessel). If I vere skiooer without 
these papers (and, of course, I could not get them here), it might 
void the insurance of "Mareva" . There is an answer to this , however. 
McOonnaughey could write to the insurance company and ask for an O.K. 
for me as skipper, pointing out that I have sailed my own boat ^ a 37 
ketch) for 7 years, including cruises from Los Angeles to Hawaii and 
Hawaii to Tahiti. As long as he had a letter from the company 
authorizing me as skipper, the insurance would apply. 









CABLEGRA M 


Januazy 18, 1957 


MR. JACK RANDALL 
YACHT NANI 
PAPEETE, TAHITI 


WILL YOU JOIN US AS CAPTAIN OF MARE7A TWO MONTHS M $300 PER MONTH 
BEGINNING APRIL 4, THOU® El FIELD ms TILL MAY 18. CABLE REPLY COLLECT. 



S®nt s 1-18-57 
12+2CFM 

ALKsP 
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AIR LETTER January lit, 1957 


Dr. John Randall 
Yacht "Nani** 

Papeete, Tahiti 

Dear Jacks 

I shall not be able to tell you anything more 
definite about the things I asked of you in ray letter 
of January 9 until I hear from Mr, McConnaughey. Mean- 
while, I want to ask your advice about securing tax-free 
alcohol. Have you had any experience or have you any 
suggestions? I had thought of writing to the American 
Consul and also to the Museum in Papeete , Miss Natua, 
but thought it better to ask you first . What is the best 
lead? We would need a minimum of 50 gallons , and, by the 
way, what is the current price? 

Here is hoping that we can come to grips with you 
as skipper. Good luck. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

WLSieek 
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AIR LETTER January 9, 1957 

Mr. Jack Randall 
lacht "Nani** 

Papeete, Tahiti 

Dear Jack? 

It has been a long time since I have written you, but I 
must write you now for several cogent reasons. First of all. 

Chuck Cutress told me that you might be available, and secondly, 
we may yet need some one to captain the KAREVA. She is being 
chartered to us without a skipper. I have already asked Mr. 
McConnaughey to recommend a captain whom he perhaps had employed 
before and in whom he had complete trust. I have not yet heard 
from him on that score, and if I should be uncommitted by him, 
might we count on you to take over as captain, helping out with 
the collecting of fish and such as your responsibilities as cap- 
tain sight permit? Mr. McConnaughey wrote that a captain could 
be had for $300 a month. ould that appeal to you, or what would 
be your minimum price? Naturally, we are tr - ing to stretch funds 
as far as possible. We shall also need a cook. The deck hand 
goes with the MAKEVA. I have also asked Mr. McConnaughey to 
recommend a cook if he could. May I ask the same of you here- 
with? 

As I wrote you, we hope to be able to board tile MAREVA on 
our arrival in Papeete on April k and to remain in residence 
until the day before sailing on the MONTERET, May 18. 

Chuck mentioned that you would also like to charter the 
NANI, but you will understand that I have the much sought after 
promise of the MAREVA from Mr. McConnaughey and cannot back out 
at this stage of the game. I cannot at this time envision that 
arrangement as falling through. Do let me know at your earliest 
convenience if we might be able to count on you as a captain, 

Mr. McConnaughey being agreeable to the arrangement, of course. 

Also, if we can get you, what would be your needs for collecting 
fish? What should we bring along in the way of containers? I am 
afraid we shall be limited as to deck space for carrying along boxes (16 
gallon tank chests) and there are the insect and the invertebrate con- 
tainers and gear to be considered. One last considerations the 
Smithsonian would claim first rights to all specimens and pictures taken 
during the cruise, but that I think is customary with all institutions 
and museums of our sort. I am sure you will have no objections to this 
for with the work piled up here in the M-iseum the Institution would 
probably be only too glad to have you work up and publish on the fish 
should you so desire. I wish I could write you more at this time, 
but I shall certainly keep in touch with you and look forward with a 
great deal of anticipation your reply to this letter. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator. Dept, of Zoolo 
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AIR LETTER October 3, 1956 


Dr. John Randall 
Yacht "Nani” 

Papeete, Tahiti 

Dear Dr. Randall: 

That was certainly a wonderful letter I got from 
you, and Jjhave written to Hr. McConnaughey in this same 
mail. Naturally, I will be sitting on the anxious bench 
until I hear from him. As the expression goes, I will be 
holding a good thought over the venture. If the reply 
from Mr. McConnaughey is unfavorable, I shall write you 
immediately, air mail, to see if it will be possible to 
sign up on the "HaBta.” if she is not otherwise engaged. 

As things .go now we expect to land in Papeete on 
the itth of April , and have now assurances that we can 
stay until the return trip of the ^^ l'bnterey ,, on May 19. 
That will give us a full six weeks to cruise the islands. 
It is too bad we won't be able to find you there. It 
would b© quite a treat to meet up with you. I am sure 
you will enjoy Miami, and it is too bad you cannot sail 
all the way there. I saw Walton Smith the other night at 
the Cosmos Club, and he is looking forward with a great 
deal of anticipation to your arrival. 

Thanks again for that grand letter and the wealth 
of information that it contained. You will be hearing 
from me soon again. % best to you and yours. 

Sincerely, 


V&ldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of /.oology 
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Ya c h t Na n i 
Fa pest e, Tahiti 
oept . 9 , 1956 


Dr. Waldo L Schmitt 
Head Curator, Dept, of Zoology 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25, D. C., 


W.L.S. 


Dear Dr. Schmitt, 

I shall do my best to answer the inquiries of your letter 
of August 16. In the event that more information is required, however, 
feel free to write again. 

I 

Obtaining a boat for charter in Papeete is difficult- There 
is no paucity of local vessels, but they are all scheduled for trading runs 
and cannot be lured into even a lucrative charter. Several months ago 
a French film company arrived a no tried to find a trading schooner to" take 
t n e .l; to Bora Bora for their filming. Also thev planned some scenes with « 
the schooner. But they co ild find none. They* ended up chartering the 

about ^ a 70 schooner belonging to my good friend Martin Vitousek, 
an ass t prof of math at the University of Hawaii. Thev had to 


11 


Fiesta', 
for msrly 
build on 


of the absurd high cabins such as one 


sees on local boats hxrjs 


Uy forward on the Fiesta ano paint the aft cabin white (over the varnish, 
jS/, 1 1 maxe vitousek s coat look more like a local trading craft. 

At first the government refused to allow the film company to charter an 
American vessel, but the director wielded influence, and finally arranged 
t by hiring a French captain and Tahitian crew (Marty, of course, remained 
toe real shipper). Marty made about A grand on the 6 weeks charter. The 


a natural for you (although Marty charges 133 bucks a dav) 


Fiesta would be 

out it wil-L. probably be chartered to Scripps Inst, of Oceanography for 
researcb the Line islands . Marty expects the final confirmation on 
h s soon. i Have told him about you, and if he does no charter to Scripps 
he may be available for you. 

transient 

There are no othsr A American yachts in port that would be 
-arge enough for you to charter, but there might be when you arrive. Charters 
° y Tbffy b q- k .f epin f everything on the S,T , pretending to be old friends 


tipper/ ano toereiore nonpaying guests on the island jaunts 


Th e 


knowledge that money exchanged hands should be known by only you and the ssxp 

captain . 

Now. that I have painted a rather bleek picture. I'll do an 
a b 0 u t vacs and give you a glimmer of hope. There is one boat in Papeete 
wnich you may be able to charter. It is the Mareva, about a 50 to 55 ' motor 
sailer. She is very well kept, roomy and comfortable. I bummed a ride on 
, ? e E onc 5 i-.oorea to Tahiti. The owner, whom I have never met, is Jim 

‘, 1 '“ ' jni0 * r:e comes to Tahiti infrequently. He leaves his boat 

in the hands of a friend, Preston Moore, owner of the* Yorkshire Insurance 

m ;nf apeete * irsston uses the boat Often, but I hear that he is leaving 
a j iti on f n extensive trip in a couple of months. Preston is apparently 
y ea eer to charter, although I'm told he once did for 153 dollars a day. 

1 have -sen advised by the Kellums (an American couple who have lived in 


and Preston 


“ -■ - -L. V, V au -L^cati UiJlti W liu Ci 

Moor ea ror >3 years and are good friends of the Mc.Conna ughey~ 

Moored) that the best. chance of success lies in your writing to McConnaughev 
ou might. begin your letter by explaining that you wrote to me fax on Moorea 
ano asxeo for information on available boats, that I asked the Kellums for 
acvlce and tnev suggested that you contact McConna ugh ley . The Kellums feel 
this wo Id be better than contacting 3W52sxxax$J5aX28 Moore (in addition to his 
a r pa rent apathy to charter) because the McConnaughev^ are enthusiastic about 
scientific goings-on. 


over 




J 8 


v 


V 




sj 


ft 


The address 


-L to * 


James McConnaughey 
4405 Delco Dell Hoad 
Dayton 9, Ohio 


I f you • stress the 
scientific aspects of your 
trip, perhaps he'll charter 


his 


h oat very reasonably 




and 


that I 


This is a time when I wish my boat were a little bigger 

were to be in Tahiti a little longer. I have tried to charter ever since 

1 arrived to make some much needed extra money. I have found that it is 
difficult to make Of Tale-Bishop Museum xisxxt fellowship money for one 
year. last for two. I plan to leave about the middle of February in Nani 
(she s 57 ' , incidentally, could sleep 6, but not with comfort) for Calif, 
and leave her for sale while I fly to Florida. I am trying to sell the 
boat here but there seems to be little chance of success. I wish I had 
the. time to sail the boat to Florida, but Smith wants me in Miami by June 1 

I must stay until Feb. to complete my research, and the interval 
between Feb. and June 1 is insufficient to sail the boat to Florida, regard 
less of route. 5 considered shipping on the deck of a freighter to Panama 

until I learned that would cost 4,000 bucks. 


n v 


3 

w 

u 


I feel you would be much better off to obtain a boat (and this 
see from your letter that yoiu realize too) than to obtain lodging 
anc rely on local interisland boats for transportation. Your own 
■would free you from the necessity of conforming to schedules of inter- 
island boats and would give you much-needed transportation at the 3 
visited. The rates for local boats do not appear very high. That, 


I can 
a shore 
boat 


« ! anc s 


at 


1 ea 


to their credit. The roundtrio to Moorea from Papeete is onxy 


francs (one Collar = 65 francs) 


's - P 




r exam 




Ss.< 




for 


at a x 1 * 


seems to be 


py- As for hotel reservations, there is probably no need 
« i * Fxcept during the Bastille Day (Jul^l.4) celebration, there 

Plenty of hotel space. To play safe/’ 'I would write a month or two in 
t 1 ^advance. I suggest the Grand Hotel in Papeete. Although the Tropiqu.es 

is better known, it is on the rocks financially, and service is rather poor 
v ’ More important, it is out of town a mile or two, necessitating taxi cab 
$ hire. I would suggest ID bucks a day as 0 relatively safe# 

\ jN^ernon Brock, director of Fish and Game in Hawaii who is no 1 

working with me on a project of introducing certain groupers and snapper 

l 1 t H ~ ^ A A « 1 ^ t , « u. 


f 1 "1 n't 

ca tp aj • 
rn 


rer 
in Tahiti 


3 \ to Hawaiian 


waters, corroborates this figure. 


Another thought on Mgreva . • . even if x o ore were here when you arrived, 
I doubt if he would have the time to skipper the vessel. I consistently 
usee one chubby and. lovial Tahitian character aboard, so presume he is 


j ^ mor e-or-less permanent crew 


gue 


s is that he would be an able 


s <c 1 


pper . 


^ ^ Perhaps you guys could be the crew. Of course there would be no difficulty 
§ getting another. Tahitian as crew; practically everyone is a sailor. 


t 4 


Yes, I have met Joe Morrison 
mentioned to you. Frank Stimspon 

I 


ano 




•work published, 
o have advised me to 


I know of most of the peop-e be 
a t xa 1 e g et t x n g some a n t hr 0 po x 0 g x c a 1 
have yet to meet Aurora Natua, though several people 
look her up (as Ted may have told you, I am doing my 
research in Mooeea and make only occasional trips to Tahiti). I have 
heard of Torres only vaguely ... perhaps he has moved on... I know several 
people in the Research Institute quite well, Ben Bambridge included . 

I have heard of Bisel but x do not know him. He is no longer chef d( 
Gendarmes. I have had dealings with Donalds and recommend them to you 
'ix for such things as handling your shipments of specimens, etc. 

■ Please thank Ted for me for his letter of Aug. 16 . _Ask him to write 
when he receives the bottom, samples and invertebrates 1 sent. Sincerely 


inc er 

Pa cj (r 


T ? u 

A 
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ccs Registrar 

AIR Bffl 

Dr. John E. Randall 
Tacht Hanni 
Papeete , Tahiti 
French Oceania 


August 16, 1956 


Dear Dr. Randalls 

I a® sorry that I did not realise sooner that you were spend- 
ing the year in Tahiti pursuing your studies on the life history 
o I the sea bass until I got to talking to Ted Bayer thin morning* 

I hare been looking around for s owe one who could give me some 
first-hand information on whatever opportunities there might be 
in Papeete for a three or four-weeks charter of a “boat* for 
taking fire of us around in addition to its own crew. 


A good friend of mine of some years standing, who mad® it 
possible for me to visit the Belgian Congo in 1955 and the west 
Indies for five weeks just this last Spring is now offering us i an 
opportunity of a month * s collecting in the Society Island#' 
distances what they are, that would not take us far, ^ but 
talnly would give us a personal and first-hand acquaintance 
«««.» of the reefs and littoral faunas not too many sea-miles 
removed from Papeete, Is there some yacht in the islands that is 
available for charter or loan if the owner is sufficiently interested 
in promoting sow® primarily marine biological Amvestigstions on 
the West Indian trip were Dr. Fen ner A. Chace, Jr. and wyself foi 
marine invertebrates. Op. A, C. Smith for botany, and •Jack’* Clarke, 
entomologist. We came home with a number ox interesting thi ng s, 
and some perhaps even more interesting observations on already known 
species. ' Wb hope to do something of this sort in -the Society Islands. 
Biologically speaking, a month is a very short time, but the oppor- 
tunity is one which the Museum should not overlook. 

I think that you have met Joe Morrison, associate curator of 
mollusks here in the Museum* He mentioned several people in 
Tahiti’ who might be of help, a I Sr. Frank Stiapson, Mss Aurora 
N&tua , a Dr. Torres of the Research Institute and hxs assistant 
Ben Baabridge, M. Bis el. chef d» Gendarmes who is an amateur 
conchologist , and last, but not least, an Establishment Donald. 

This last is a commercial firm which handles charters, Morrison 
says. It may be well known to you. I did write Miss Satua some 
time ago for information but there has probably not beer time 
enough for her reply to reach me# 


I hate to pose you so many questions, for you must be busy 
with vour studies and with your family responsibilities, but I am 
StaVto get together u estate of *het eoch ah e*j»dltihO ®»ia 
cost us, aside from round trip via Matson Line from San Francisco. 

I have asked for reservations for five on the March 23 Mariposa 

sailing. 
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What I need to know is charter cost per week for three, or for 
four weeks, what this includes , and some idea of extras, whatever 
they may be, food, laundry, port fees, and what not. 

If a charter boat is not to be had, can you give me some idea 
of transportation charges via inter island boat, a freighter or 
copra boat? Food for island sojourns other than in Papeete wa 
should carry with us, I m advised, as there isn’t much to spare 
elsewhere due to population pressure. For living in Papeete, what 
would you think a reasonable, or should I say safe, per diem to 
use as a basis for estimate? How far in advance does one need to 
make hotel (?) or boarding house reservations? Of course, if we 
can obtain a charter vessel, the lodging and subsistence should 
take care of that problem. 

I would appreciate any information that you can dig up for me 
without too much inconvenience to yourself. Have I given you enough 
to go on? 

Kindest regards to you and yours, 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

WiS seek 


Br, R, Kellogg 


Juno 2h s 19$7 


Thru? Br* Waldo L* Selmitt 


Harald s , 



Snitheo-iian*Bredin Society Islands Expedition 

I have., for many years, been actively working on the marine moHusl® 
of the Bvlo-Pacliic area* and it iau always teen ny hope to study 
and. collect the mollusks of this area in 1: he field* I eu therefore 
grateful to the authorities of the Smithsonian Institution and the 
national Musenas for . giving me the opportunity to see these mollusks 
in their natural habitat* 

I understand that Dr, Schmitt is giving you a general ace© ni of 
the trip* so I will merely touch briefly upon the malacologies! 
work, f 0n all of the islands visited* especially Tikab.au Atoll in 
thi .®iot us, Makatea, a; . m* Baiatea, Huahine* and Moorea* 

good series of reef-dwelli' y rooHusks were collected. These were 
gathered not only while explorirg, the t,p of the reef© but also by 
swinging along the lagoon side of the reef, provided with a, face 
mask, examining the edge of the coral reef and the adjuvant lagoon 
bottom for mollusks, While collecting fish in similar habitats 
after the running of a poison station, many zaollusks were picked 
up incidentally by all members of the party* Some mollusks war® 
gathered in the few dredging operations undertaken, and ,; r a, number 
>f localities, a sample of t ,e adlusks found in the bench drift 
were taken. On Raiatea and. lioorea we did collecting at night 
with a lantern on shallow s . I flats and war© successful. 

On Moorea we had the valuable assistance of Mr, Medford KeHum 
who has lived on the island for many y. ars and has amassed a 
considerable- collection, fro.:* which he generously donated a series 
s. He is acquainted with all the good collecting spots, and 
on three occasions accompanied m on our search for mollusks and 
marine life* 

Although we concentrated our efforts on marine collecting, we did 
gather some freshwater snails in the occasional pools that we 
encountered, as well as in a lake and several streams in Hoorea* 

All in all, X feel that we obtained a good sample of the marine 
aollusks found in the* Society Islands, In addition, I now have a 
good idea of the ecology and habits of many of the Irsdo-Paeifle 
mollusks that will be of great help to :m in the .years to come* 

This aspect of the trip was probably of the greatest value to- me 
personally® 


Both on the way down and back I stopped in Honolulu for a day, 
and I took this opportunity to visit the Bishop Museum or. both 
occasion:.; in order to look over its shell collection. This I 
was able to do quiv.e thoroughly through the kindness of Dr* Toslii© 
Kondo and Mr, S. H, Bryan, Trie collection of land shells is in 



H’ood slmpo ly ’t the f^arine ^oX^iislzs needs much curs uorxeX o. L tea exon 
as a great deal of Taxable material is as yet sorted and un» 
catalc^ed. 1", was surprised h the quamfty of this material,}, art.. 

I consi -tor that the Bishop Bssaws has one of the finest eol .Lections 
of Pacific, raarine shells in the world, even thou, h ranch of it is 
Still in tees and cartons. 
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Curator*, Dept, of Zoology 


«aroh 13, 19 S? 


Kaldo I,. Sehaitt 


Acting head Cur it tot 


The S&rth&mitm S«ithao»ia» Sredhn «dt#ty Island* &xped t ion will 
Item *® itate w ahnanne from the Masse «» for a period of twelve weeks, front 
Ikreh 1? throat da**# ?. 

Baring that tiieo I m asking yow to taint tarns in- serving m sating 
head, curator for a period of two week# each, as follow®* 


30 



Dr* Johnson - 
fir. friednaan 
Hr * ** 

Or. Clarke- - 

Sr. Oteace - - 


31 " April 13 

Hi " * 27 

M * K*y 11 


* ai * Hgr 

«? 12 to 2§ 


* 26 " lane 0 


Pleas# keep this schedule at hand for guidance .in preparing letter® for 
the anting: head curator 1 * signature* However, If there she aid he- any '-ever- 
lapping” of letters 1 trust that we shall not adhere too rigidly to the- 
*ralea* and have those letters signed fey the curator for whose signature they 
were 
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Schroeder, Dr. C. R. 


AIR HAIL 20, 1956 

Dr. Charles R. Schroeder 

Managing Director 

San Diego Zoological Gardens 

P. 0, Box 551 

San Diego 12, Calif, 

Dear Dr. Schroeder: 

This is an acknowledgment and a word of thanks for your letter of 
July 9* 

I am afraid that Carroll has become an expensive proposition, that 
is, if yon count the cost of paper and postage. Still, I am awfully 
glad to have this latest word from you, particularly the letter from 
Keith Sheard. He is a great scout, and I enjoyed him no end when he 
was here in Washington! in fact, we had a staff luncheon in his honor j 
we learned a lot and laughed a lot. We all wish that he might* be able 
to come back soon again. He certainly is a happy representative of 
the Australian people. Funny thing too, after his visit to Washing- 
ton, I had occasion to attend a meeting at the University of Miami, 
and there he was too, as big as life, the guest of a Col. John K. 
Howard, a big game fisherman, who is quite a patron of the Marine 
Laboratory of the University down there. 

Be good and live a bit longer. If you do, I'll be seeing you 
one of these days, but just now I don't seem to be able to get away, 
jfy- good friend of the African and Caribbean expeditions is now talk- 
ing Society Islands , and that reminds me: Do you know of any one 
with a yacht down there or who might be sailing that way on the occa- 
sion of the Balboa to Tahiti Yacht Race coming up in September? Some 
of the racing fans, I have been told, like to winter in that part of 
the world, and, if they do, they might accommodate a party of perhaps 
four naturalists who want to visit all the various islands in the 
Society group. We would be glad to pay a charter fee, crew costs, 
food, "refreshments , " and such other expenses as may arise. Of course, 
if you do know some one of that sort, I would like to have some idea 
of what they would expect in the way of financial return and what 
they estimate it costs to maintain and supply a yacht for five to 
six weeks , in the Archipelago , if that is feasible. In the West 
Indies we had a 86- foot schooner that set us back about $1200 a week. 
That included everything, harbor fees as well as fuel. Do not go to 
any bother about this. I am just asking in case you jhave some off- 
hand knowledge of the kind of vessel we are looking for* 

Forgive me this long rambling letter* I hope I asi not raking 
advantage of you or your time. 

Sincerely, 

Waldo L. Schmitt 

1d,b seek Head Curator, Dept, of Zoology 
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January 31 , 19$7 

aih mix 

Dr. F, G, Walton Smith 
Executive Secretary 

The International Oceanographic Foundation 
The Marine Laboratory 
University of Miami 
1*39 Anastasia Ave. 

Coral Cables % , Fla* 

Bear Vial ion : 

We certainly have hard luck with cur meetings , and I sib downright 
sorry that I did not get back in time to see you here in Washington. 

I could not get a reservation on Monday, so had to postpone my return 
until Tuesday, arriving home late that night. 

first of all, I send you herewith a letter that I received from 
President Pearson. He does not need to know that I have passed it on 
to you, but I think you should see how the wind is blowing. I shall 
certainly try to get down to the next annual meeting if only to have 
a chat with Dr. Pfe arson himself. Meanwhile , accept ay best thanks and 
convey them also to Mrs. Smith for the 12 little brochures setting 
forth the objectives and the activities of the Foundation. It is off 
to a good start. I had thought of interesting seme of sy DuPont friends 
in the Foundation, and I find when I look over the Board of Trustees 
that you already are well connected (Allison Fleitas) and that you 
showed your movie up in Wilmington* 

I think I have mentioned to you, certainly to Oil Voss, that I 
expected to go to French Oceania In March. It so happens that we have 
chartered a boat but lack a captain, and I wrote to Jack rtandall about 
the matter. mentioned that if it were possible for him to postpone 
coming to Miami until about September 1 he would be able to parti ci- 
I pate in our cruise in that capacity. I believe you have granted him 
! that extension, and so I am going to try to get hold of him for April 
\ and part of May. I m sure it will help all of us, and we will be glad 
\ to share with your Laboratory the duplicate fish that w® may obtain 
* if you should be interested in building up a reference collection 
involving South Pacific material* 

here is hoping that you will come back soon again. I regret now 
that I did not call, you when I passed through Miami, but time ms very 
short and the plane was late. Xou can imagine how I felt when my wife 
told me that you had phoned. Better luck next time . 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

Enel* 

WLS;eek 



Smith, Dr. F. G. Walton 


Filed : Randall , John 


AIR MAIL May 10, 1956 


Dr. F. G. Walton Smith 
The Marine Laboratory 
University of Miami 
U39 Anastasia Avenue 
Coral Gables, Florida 

Dear Dr. Smiths App : Ich 

It is encouraging news that you may be able to add Jack 
Randall to the University's staff. He is top flight as an 
icthyologist , in the opinion of our division of fishes staff, 
one of the best and most promising of the younger generation. 
He received his Fh.D. last spring . His thesis was published 
in Pacific Science (University of Hawaii), vol. 10, no. 2, 
April 1956, pp. 159 to 235, A revision of the surgeon fish 
genus Acanthurus. 

I hope you have no trouble in getting him appointed . 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Cur ator 
Department of Zoology 

WLSchmitt seek 



Smith, F, G. Walton 


Filed i Randall , John 


«U 




MAY 1 0 1956 


Hay 10, 1956 


Dr. F. S. Walton Smith 
Ml««i Marine Laboratory 
University of Miami 
Miami, Florida 

Dear Dr. Smiths 


Dr. Schmitt told as that yon would like to have a letter 
concerning John Randall who received his PhD degree fro® the University 


of Hawaii last spring. 

Dr. Randall spent two full miners in the ’National Kuseua 
working on fishes, mostly in connection with his PhD thesis which is on 
Aeanthuridas or surgeon fishes* 


I have had much opportunity during the last $ years to observe 
Jack Randall’s personality and academic ability in ichthyology. I 
consider him to be one of the outstanding young ichthyological students 
of recent years. 1 believe that Jack Randall as all of us know him 
personally, will be a satisfactory addition to your faculty, and I can 
recommend hi® unqualifiedly for the position. 

Sincerely yours. 


Leonard F. Schultz 
Curator of Fishes 



r 



AIR MAIL May 10, 1956 

Dr. F. G. Walton Smith 
The Marine Laboratory 
University of Miami 
Ii39 Anastasia Ave. 

Coral Gables, Fla. 

Dear Waltons Appslch 

Herewith a statement from each of us, — Ted Bayer, Leonard Schultz 
and myself. I hope they are what is necessary to clinch Randall’s 
appointment. According to Schultz, you certainly are not making a 
mistake. I go along with that. 

West Indian trip was quite successful, and certainly most 
enjoyable. We got out to Barbuda, where there is quite a spiny 
lobster fishery for local consumption. They stack up piles of brush 
in fairly shallow water in which the adolescent lobsters take refuge. 
Then, by surrounding it with a net, they throw out the brush on to 
another pile just outside the net. This is then left for another 
two or three weeks, when it is repopulated and another catch obtained. 
I hope the pictures that I took of the operations turned out well. 

The light was ppor due to a rain squall that came up at the time. 

I think you are doing wonders with the Foundation and your 
Caribbean institute. I did not get to sign the proxy that you need. 

I just found it on my return a few days ago. 

% best to the family and to yourself also. 

Sincerely, 


WL-Sehraitt seek 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
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Randall , Jack 


May 8, 1956 

Walton Smith advises a© that Jack Randall has consented to 
.Join the staff of the Maud. Marine Laboratory next year, bat for 
the University administrators he needs to have three letters of 
recommendation and some proof that Randall has his PhD or is 
about to get it to satisfy the appointing officer. He would 
like to have a brief letter of recommendation in Randall's 
behalf from Ted Bayer, Leonard Schultz and Waldo Schmitt which 
will include a statement that he has his PhD from the University 
of Hawaii. 

If you will let me have such a letter at your early con- 
venience, I will mail it with mine to Walton Smith. 



May 8, 1956 


Walton Smith advises me that Jack Randall has consented to 
join the staff* of the Miami Marine Laboratory next year, but for 
the University administrators he needs to have three letters of 
recommendation and some proof that Randall has his PhD or is 
about to get it to satisfy the appointing officer. He would 
like to have a brief letter of recommendation in Randall's 
behalf from Ted Bayer, Leonard Schultz and Waldo Schmitt which 
will include a statement that he has his PhD from the University 
of Hawaii. 

If you will let a© have such a letter at your early con- 
venience, I will mail it with mine to Walton Smith. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 


The Marine Laboratory 



439 ANASTASIA AVENUE 
CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 

CABLE ADDRESS: MARLAB MIAMI (FLo) 


COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO THE DIRECTOR 


IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO: 


Apps Ich 


May U, 1956 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
U. S. National Museum 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Waldo : 

I am happy to say that Jack Randall has agreed to join our staff 
next year. A slight difficulty has arisen, however, since the 
administrators of red tape in this University have insisted that 
they will not approve my offer of a position unless they have 
three letters of recommerriation and some proof that he has his 
Ph.D. Inasmuch as Randall is in the Pacific and hard to reach, 
and since I have already offered him the appointment anyway, and 
since he has had to chase between this and another job on short 
notice, I would appreciate it if you would, with your usual kind- 
ness, help me out. 

Brief letters of recommendation from Ted Bayer, Dr. Leonard Shultz, 
and yourself, and, if possible, a statement which indicates he has 
his Ph.D. from the University of Hawaii would satisfy red tape and 
confirm my own recommendations. 

I am so sorry to bother you about this but the paper work must go 
on. 

* 

With best regards. 


Very truly yours. 



FGWS :1s 


F. G. Walton Smith, 
Director 




March 1, 1957 

AIR MAIL 

Mrs. Arthur d'C. Soverby 
c/o Pat Sower by 
lilO Kapahulu Ave. 

Honolulu 15, T. H. 

Dear Dimples: 

I am glad to have the picture enclosed with your note of 
February 17. You did not need to send it for I remember you 
well and shall never forget you. Had quite a portrait this 
morning while we were shifting some boxes in the attic. We 
still have your several things there I think labeled and corded 
ready to send. However, there is no hurry about them. They 
are even safer than before because since you left we had a new 
roof put on that part of the building. But we can talk them 
over when I see you. I am afraid my time going will be rather 
limited, but I shall see you for a little while any way. We 
arrive on the MARIPOSA on the 29th for one brief day. There 
are four of us in the party,— Dr. Rehder, the shell man whom 
you will remember well; Mr. Cutress, a newcomer here, a gradu- 
ate of the University of Hawaii who works on sea anemones; 

Dr. Thomas Bowman, our copepod expert, and myself. We do want 

to glimpse the University and the Museum. Cutress has to com- 

plete his examination for his doctor* s degree, and that evening 
I suppose beginning with the cocktail hour (?) we are due at 
Mr. Ernest May’s house for dinner. He is the brother-in-law 
of Mr, Bredin who sponsored this Society Islands expedition. 

So far as I can see now, we have to eat lunch, and I 
would love to have you be my guest at that time. I shall give 

you a ring as soon as I can after the ship docks. 

Here's looking forward to seeing you again. Good luek and 
best wishes. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


MLS seek 
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March 12, 1957 


AIR MAIL 

Mr. L. 0. Taylor 
5 & 7 Lucas St. 

St . George 
Grenada, B.W.I. 

Dear Mr . Taylor i 

I thank you very kindly for your letter of February 5 and all 
of the information that you supplied me. 

I was very much interested in your beautiful island and its 
products. There is one other thing that I would like to have some 
word about and that is the presence or the acclimatization of the 
monkeys said to be in your forests. Back in 1910 a visitor remarked 
about seeing and hearing them. 

All of us who were in St. George when we met you would like 
to come back to the West Indies, for despite the destructive hurri- 
canes that do happen, there are no more beautiful islands in the 
world . 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

WLS : eek 



ALL AGREEMENTS MADE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, FIRES, ACCIDENTS, OR CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL 


Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand, Ltd. 



TAHITI • NEW ZEALAND • AUSTRALIA 

OWNERS AND FREIGHT AGENTS 

FOR 

ORIENT STEAM NAVIGATION CO. LTD. 


230 CALIFORNIA STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO. 11, CALIFORNIA 


IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO 


file Passages 
Air Mail 


August 31, 1956 


CABLE ADDRESS 
“UNIONSTEAM” 


Mr. Waldo L. Schmidt, Head Curator 
Smithsonian Institution 
U. S. National Museum 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

We have your letter of August 29th, asking if it 
is possible to furnish you with schedule of our 
vessels from Papeete northbound toivard the end of 
April. 

We regret that our schedule is not projected beyond 
December. We, normally, have a freighter from 
Papeete to the Pacific Coast every six to eight weeks 
and the port of arrival is usually Vancouver, B. C. 

We cannot say if it would be possible to secure 
passage for up to five people from Papeete to the 
Pacific Coast around the 1st of May, as all but one 
of our ships carry six passengers only. There is 
always a long waiting list in Papeete for northbound 
travel. 



For your information the fare - from Papeete to 
Vancouver, B. C. - is |>2S0.00. 


Yours very truly, 



7 V 't 4 


RF/mb 


SI Bredin Exp. --Society Ids. 
CMon Steamship Co* 


AIM MIL 


laion St®«sMp Goapany 
230 California St, 

San Francisco 11, Calif. 


August 29, 1?56 


Gentleaen ? 

Can you let me have a schedule of the sailings of 
jmr ships from Tahiti to San Francisco for aext spring 
ii: yon can tell Be this far is advance? I shall arrive 
is the islands soae tine in March, and would like to 
depart again toward the end of April, 3D© yon think it 
multi be possible to get passage around the first of May 
for 1 , 2, 3, k or 5 people? 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L, Schaitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

HLSteok 
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Mr. W. J. Bosenberger 


United States Lines Company 


ONE BROADWAY 


NEW YORK 


Ans* by postal card 


Sept. 12/56 W.L.S 



September 10, 1956 


Mr. Waldo L. Schmitt, 

Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25, D, C. 

Dear Mr. Schmitt: 

Thank you for your letter of August 29 requesting sailing sched- 
ules from Tahiti to San Francisco next spring. 


We regret to inform you that neither the United States Lines nor 


the American Pioneer Line operates such a service. Our ships do call at Papeete, 
Tahiti enroute to Australia; however, they do not stop there on the return voyage 
and on no occasion do any of the ships in the Australia service stop at a West Coast 
port in the United States. 


We suggest you contact the Pacific Islands Transport Line, 


General Steamship Corporation, Agents, 432 California Street, San Francisco 4, 
California. 


Very truly yours, 



Passenger Service - Cargo Vessels 


WJR/fgs 
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United States Lines 
















L. Sata&ti 




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


t 


Office Memorandum ♦ united states government 




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


ce Memorandum • united states government 




STANDARD FORM NO. «4 



to : Dr. Schmitt 


FROM 


William N. Watkins 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

date: November 19, 1959 


subject: Wooden bowl from Bora Bora, Society Islands, French Oceania 


I have identified the wood in this bowl as Thespesia populnea . 
The native name is miro or amae in Tahiti. Although I have been 
unable to find any reference to this species on Bora Bora, I believe 
the native name or names would be the same there. 

Please excuse tfre long delay in returning this bowl to you. 


March Hi, 1957 


Dear Miss Weiss s 

I have received your letter of March 12 with enclosures of 

GBL and packing lists covering the collecting outfit for Papeete. 
Tahiti. ~ * 

For Dr. Schmitt* s purposes of taking care of the unloading 
•at destination, I believe tnat it would be more expeditious if* we 
handed him the signed original ocean bills of lading to take with 
him rather than airmail them to care of the yacht "KAREVA" • 

„ Accordingly, I would suggest that you advise me where 
Dr. Schmitt will be staying in San Francisco prior to sailing, 
or have him telephone me at TUkon 6-3111, extension 69k. upon 
his arrival in this city. 

Sincerely yours. 


Stephen E. La to 
U. S. Despatch Agent 


i'dss Helena M. Weiss, Registrar, 
Smithsonian Institution, 

United States National Museum, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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Miss Weiss August 1U» 1956 


W. L. Schmitt 


Smithsonian Bredin Society Islands Expedition 


Can you inquire of the State Department if they have any official or semi- 
official contacts in Tahiti who might be able to put us in touch with possible 
charter opportunities* As you know, the Institution has in contemplation a 
Bredin expedition to the Society Islands for which a vessel which will accommo- 
date four to five passengers will be needed for a period of two to three months. 
We are anxious to obtain this information at a reasonably early opportunity if 
it can be had. Meanwhile, I have written to some friends of mine and also a 
curator at the Papeete Museum. 
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November 1, 1956 

AIR LETTER 

Mr. Lewis M. White 
American Consul 
Noumea , New Caledonia 

Dear Mr. Mutes 




Too often we fail to let the State Department know in 
time regarding expeditions we have in progress. This time 
our Registrar made inquiries at “headquarters’* and there was 
given your name. 

The Smithsonian is sponsoring a six-weeks investigation 
of the marine fauna of the Society Islands this coming spring. 
We hope to make some collections of seashore life, but possibly 
we shall also bring along a botanist for a study of the" plant 
life of the higher parts of the high islands. The personnel 
of our party of five has not yet been fully determined although 
passage has already been engaged on the MARIPOSA leaving San 
Francisco on March 23rd, On arrival in Papeete we expect to be 
able to move aboard the Yacht MAREVA belonging to Mr, James 
McConn&ughey of Dayton, Ohio, who is making this motor-sailer 
available to the Institution, This obviates the necessity of 
writing to you for a charter yacht as I had first intended. 


Do you travel to Tahiti on business on occasion? As much 
as I would like to see New Caledonia, that trip will have to 
go over to another year as our time in the Society Islands 
will be altogether too short as it is. Please consider this 
313 interim letter. As we get nearer to our departure date, 
a shall write you more in detail regarding our plans. 


Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

MLS j eek 




Stine laboratory 

B* X# duPont d® laaeurs & Company 
Hewark# Delaware 

Umx Mtm Hood i 

1 wMBost pleased to get your letter of December 23d# and to 
learn frcsa it that you folks are still interested in receiving such 
soil, samples as I may collect on future expeditions# 

At the mosaat I a® all apologies for not replying to your letter 
before new# bwt I have been busy 'with a number of pressing things and 
in and out of the city# Over the late holidays X was taking, one coarse 
after another of antibiotics for & rather serious case of boils# Sorry 
I never found anything tint would be of use in a sjs.se like this one of 
mine# 

Under separate cover# by invoie® initiated by Sr# Fanner A# Chase# 
Jr# of this Museum# ay twenty samples from .french Oceania are being, 
shipped to you# .these dee are being sent without strings of any sort 
for wh&t they might be worth# oatibiotdo&lly speaking# lope you hate 
better luck with this lot than with the previous sendings# 

Bare you any suggest! ms about better ■ care of specimeno if only 
■ore prompt forwarding? fe shall be in file Cari bb ea n area late : march# 
April am- early May during which time X shall pick up soil samples at 
our several ports of call# ‘ I* to tried getting Idles fro® varied looa* 
tions# moist# swampy# dry# and what notf any advise on this score would 
be welcomed too# 

Kith kindest regards# 



Enclosures Invoice 4282 
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